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The Kentucky Department of Corrections (DOC) appreciates the opportunity to provide
information regarding our ongoing efforts to address opioid use disorder (OUD) within our
correctional system.

DOC recognizes opioid use as a chronic medical condition that requires evidence-based
treatment, continuity of care, and a commitment to recovery support. In recent years, DOC has
made significant strides in expanding access to comprehensive treatment services that combine
medication, counseling, and behavioral interventions to improve outcomes for inmates and to
enhance public safety across the Commonwealth.

DOC provides evidence-based care across all 14 state institutions. This includes assessment,
diagnosis, management, and treatment of individuals with OUD and alcohol use disorder. DOC’s
focus is to reduce stigma, save lives, and promote long-term recovery through compassionate,
individualized, and clinically sound treatment. Our providers deliver care that empowers
individuals to rebuild their health and future while reducing the likelihood of relapse and
recidivism.

DOC’s Regional Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) Operations team oversees the
implementation, coordination, and compliance of MAT across all state prison facilities. This
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includes ensuring the availability of all three FDA-approved medications for OUD and
supporting both initiation and continuity of care from incarceration through community reentry.
Collaboration among clinical teams, facility leadership, and community partners is central to this
work, as it promotes recovery, reduces overdose deaths, and aligns with Kentucky’s broader
goals of rehabilitation and public safety.

DOC also recognizes opioid use disorder as a protected condition under the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) and is committed to ensuring equitable access to treatment for all
individuals in custody. By integrating MAT and recovery support into the correctional health
system, DOC is breaking the cycle of addiction and incarceration while improving public health
outcomes statewide.

In addition to MAT, the Division of Addiction Services provides treatment through the
Substance Abuse Program (SAP). All SAP programs are licensed Alcohol and Other Drug
Entities (AODE) through the Cabinet for Health & Family Services, Department for Behavioral
Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities (DBHDID). Participation in treatment is
voluntary, as required by law, and each individual is clinically assessed to determine eligibility
for SUD or OUD services.

SAP operates as a modified therapeutic community, offering educational classes, small process
groups, and structured responsibilities that support pro-social skill development. The average
program length is approximately six months, depending on individual progress. For those not
enrolled in SAP, all institutions offer 12-Step support meetings and Addiction Services—
facilitated support groups designed for individuals receiving medications for OUD. These
sessions address coping strategies, relapse prevention, and the development of recovery capital
that supports successful reintegration into the community.

The DOC Division of Addiction Services also provides oversight for contracted SAP programs
offered in county jails that house Class D and some Class C inmates. Like the DOC’s
institutional programs, these jail-based programs are voluntary and AODE-licensed. While
county jail SAP staff are not DOC employees, DOC provides clinical oversight to ensure that all
programs meet established standards and comply with contractual requirements.

To support continuity of care, DOC offers reimbursement for medications for opioid use disorder
(MOUD) to county jails that offer SAP and choose to provide these medications. Each
participating jail is allocated funding to cover the cost of MOUD, ensuring that individuals in
county custody have access to the same evidence-based treatment options available in DOC-
operated facilities.
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Through these combined efforts—encompassing clinical care, therapeutic programming, and
community coordination—the Kentucky Department of Corrections is building a comprehensive
system of care for individuals impacted by opioid use disorder. DOC’s mission is to save lives,
support recovery, reduce recidivism, and create safer communities across the Commonwealth.
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