
LAI and Compliance with the ADA

The Americans with disabilities act (ADA)
42 U.S.C § 12132

The ADA protects any “qualified individual with a disability” from discriminatory treatment, when that 
treatment is based on disability.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Kentucky issued a letter in April 2024 advising 
facility administrators that under the ADA “facilities cannot deny healthcare services, including 
lawfully prescribed medication to individuals based upon the type of medication prescribed.  This 
includes buprenorphine (Suboxone), naltrexone, or methadone, which are used to treat Opioid Use 
Disorder (OUD). Individuals being treated with medication for OUD are generally considered disabled 
and are protected by the ADA.”

“The Americans with Disability Act and the Opioid Crisis: Combating Discrimination Against People in 
Treatment or Recovery” – available at ADA.gov



RESEARCH ON THE IMPACT OF LAI ON POST-RELEASE OUTCOMES

• Long-acting injectable (LAI) buprenorphine reduces implementation barriers in 
correctional facilities:

• Custodial and medical time for administration
• Diversion concerns
• Violence and withdrawal management
• Daily substance use behavior

• While delivering the same critical outcomes of all buprenorphine formulations when 
provided during incarceration:

• Lower rates of mortality, illicit opioid use, HIV transmission, criminal behavior, and 
recidivism in both the community and in carceral facilities

• Improved community-based treatment engagement 
• 80% reduction in overdose mortality risk for the first month post-release 

• The longer window between doses protects against the 120x increased overdose 
risk immediately following release while providing crucial time to secure 
community-based continuity of treatment and necessary basic needs (Medicaid, 
ID, housing, transportation)
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