
Evaluating Kentucky Crime 
Trends 



The Crime Data Challenges

• National data is released slowly.

• Data from individual agencies is of varying quality and release schedules.

• Acquiring the data requires its own level of expertise.

• Differing methodologies of counting crime mean national figures do not always agree with 
each other even within the FBI’s website.

• Underreporting can make it difficult to evaluate trends.

• Some agencies still have not transitioned to NIBRS.



The Uniform Crime Report

• Traditional reporting through the Summary Reporting System (SRS)
• 7 major crime types with data dating back to 1960 nationally (and 1930 for many bigger cities).

• Only captures reported crime data. 

• Approximately 19,000 agencies participating.

• Reporting transitioned to the National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) in 2021.
• Around since late 1980s.

• Contains information on dozens of crime types. 

• Not as many agencies reporting via NIBRS as reported via SRS.

• Can be difficult to use. 



Ways of Analyzing National Crime Trends

• FBI Data.

• Aggregated City Data

• CDC WONDER

• Gun Violence Archive.

• Crime Index



Assessing Current Crime Trends (FBI)

• The FBI began releasing monthly crime data in September 2025.



Assessing Current Crime Trends (City Data)

• Aggregating city data shows large declines in 
murder and violent crime so far in 2026.
• Relies on official agency data sources.

• Aggregation can be a pain.

• Date of every agency does not match.



Assessing Current Crime Trends (CDC Wonder)

• CDC homicide data paints an identical picture of plunging homicides nationwide. 



Assessing Current Crime Trends (Gun Violence Archive)



Assessing Current Crime Trends (Crime Index)

• Data from the Crime Index points to massive declines in all types of crime in 2026. 



Assessing Current Crime Trends (Crime Index)

• Data from the Crime Index points to massive declines in all types of crime in 2026. 



Summarizing Current Crime Trends

• Combining sources points to a large drop in overall crime to some of the lowest 
rates ever recorded



The Kentucky Story

• Kentucky data is available from 5 of 6 eligible agencies in Kentucky.

• Kentucky data points to the state following 
national trends.

• Crime Index holds:
• 1% of Kentucky’s agencies.

• 28% of the state’s population.

• 60% of Kentucky murders. 



Kentucky Crime Index Murder Trend Over Time

• Murder rolling over 12 months shows crime trends while accounting for 
randomness & seasonality.



Kentucky Crime Index Trends Over Time



Louisville Shooting Trend Over Time



The Crime Data Future



Any Questions?

• Email – Jasher@ahdatalytics.com

• Phone – 504-444-1800

• Substack – Jasher.substack.com
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