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At Backroads of Appalachia, we are dedicated to
marketing and promoting all of our region as a
destination for Powersports and Motorsports

tourism, creating opportunities for local
communities and businesses alike. We are committed
to ensuring that Kentucky’s unique cultural heritage
and breathtaking natural resources are celebrated

and showcased on a national and international stage.



Why Senate Bill 63 Matters:
1 . Economic Growth and Tax Revenue
2.  Competitive Advantage
3.  Community Revitalization
4.  Kentucky’s Motorsports Legacy



1 . Economic Growth and Tax Revenue
Powersports and Motorsports are proven economic drivers,
with millions in tax revenue generated annually in states like

West Virginia and Tennessee. Kentucky is perfectly positioned
to replicate and expand upon these successes, fueling local
economies, supporting small businesses, and contributing

directly to the state’s general fund

24 Hours of Appalachia: 
Booneville, KY



2. Competitive Advantage
With programs like West Virginia’s Hatfield-McCoy Trails and

Tennessee’s Motorsports initiatives setting benchmarks for success,
Kentucky has the opportunity to rise above the competition. Our

existing infrastructure, combined with our commitment to regional
promotion through organizations like Backroads of Appalachia, ensures

we can attract enthusiasts, major events, and sponsors to the state.



3. Community Revitalization
Many rural communities in Kentucky have been economically

impacted by the decline of traditional industries. Powersports and
Motorsports offer a pathway to revitalize these areas by attracting

tourism, fostering small business development, and providing
second-chance employment opportunities.

24 Hours of Appalachia: 
Hinton, WV



4. Kentucky’s Motorsports Legacy
Kentucky’s Motorsports culture is a strong foundation for

growth. By passing Senate Bill 63, we not only honor this legacy
but also create new opportunities for professional

development, recreational enjoyment, and youth engagement
in these industries.



Success in other states
States with Full or Near-

Full Legality:
Arizona
Idaho
Michigan
Montana
North Carolina
North Dakota
Oklahoma
South Dakota
Utah
Wyoming

States with Some Street Legality, but Additional
Restrictions:

Alaska
Arkansas
Connecticut
Florida
Georgia
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Minnesota
Missouri
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Mexico
North Carolina
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Tennessee
Vermont
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin

States Where Street-Legal UTVs are
Generally Not Permitted:

Alabama
California
Colorado
Delaware
Hawaii
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Mississippi
Nebraska
New Jersey
New York
Oregon
Rhode Island
South Carolina
Texas
Virginia
Washington, D.C.



Success in other states
“We see so many people from Ohio, just because West
Virginia is attractive to them,” Smalley said. “They can

get outdoors. They have the mountains, the beauty, and
I see it making a big tourist attraction from the side-by-

side and off road business.”
Smalley said this legislation has also opened the market

up to people who do not want to buy or have room to
store a trailer. They can now ride straight from their

house to the nearest trail head and make their way from
there.

-WSAZ News Interview 2020

https://www.wsaz.com/2020/09/03/atvs-now-allowed-to-drive-on-wva-roads/



“This analysis indicates that the roughly $7.4
million in spending by the HatfieldMcCoy Trails

generated an additional $7.3 million in economic
activity within the State, for a total operational
impact of $14.7 million. Even more notably, the
Hatfield-McCoy Trails bring non-local visitors to

the area whose spending is estimated to generate
an additional $53.4 million in economic activity in

West Virginia. Combined, the total estimated
economic impact of the HatfieldMcCoy Trails in

2021 is more than $68 million.”

Success in other states

https://trailsheaven.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/The-Economic-and-Fiscal-Impact-of-the-Hatfield-McCoy-4-11-22.pdfxt



Success in other states
In 2023, Montana’s ATV/UTV recreation generated $35 million in value

added, reflecting a 25.8% growth since 2019, compared to 39% in the overall
state economy during the same period.

https://rpubs.com/DanielSLee/ATV_2023_Montana



Success in other states
“In 2023, ATV/UTV riders in

Wisconsin generated substantial
economic activity, spending an

estimated $4.2 billion and
creating 25,845 jobs. This

spending occurred across various
industries, including motor

vehicle dealers, lodging facilities,
restaurants, gas stations, and

retail stores.”
https://outdoorrecreation.wi.gov/Documents/Research%20Library%20Page%20files/Wisconsin/Economic%20Imp

act%20of%20ATV%20UTV%20in%20Wisconsin%202023.pdf



Right here at home
Based on data from ESRI,
within a 20 mile radius of

Louisville, KY, over 20,000+
people own one or multiple
UTV’s or ATV’s. This is just

one example of a major city
in Kentucky. What does the
rest of the state look like?

https://lenihancommercial.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Sports_and_Leisure_Market_Potential.pdf



So how much? 
The global powersports market,
currently valued at $37 billion, is

forecast to reach a valuation of $69
billion by 2032, with a 6%

compound annual growth rate
(CAGR) during the period,

according to a 2023 survey
published by Allied Global Insights.

Powersports Globally

https://www.sema.org/news-media/magazine/2023/05/2023-powersports-market-trends



Currently, Kentucky citizens are going out
of state and registering their UTV’s and
other like vehicles through states that

allow non-residents to register a vehicle
(Montana and Vermont). By doing this,

Kentucky is losing out on tax revenue and
they are bypassing what could be a legal

act. Furthermore, many are simply
ignoring the current set of rules and
riding on state owned roads illegally.

Uninsured and unregistered.

Current state of affairs

https://montanatags.com/products/sxs-utv-package





Questions?


