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1.26.2026

Kentucky House Transportation Committee
Kentucky General Assembly
700 Capitol Avenue
Frankfort, KY 40601

Dear Chairman and Members of the House Transportation Committee:

On behalf of the Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police, I respectfully submit this letter to express our strong support for House Bill 189, sponsored by Representative Kevin Jackson. This legislation establishes a clear, uniform statewide standard limiting pedestrian presence in state-maintained rights-of-way that are not designed for pedestrian use, while allowing narrowly tailored local exceptions based on objective safety-driven criteria. The measure is intended to enhance public safety by reducing pedestrian exposure in high-risk transportation corridors and providing clarity and consistency in enforcement authority for state and local officials.

From a law enforcement perspective, clarity in statute is essential to consistent enforcement and public understanding. HB 189 defines key terms, outlines reasonable exceptions for emergencies and official duties, and ensures pedestrians remain in areas specifically designed for safe use, such as sidewalks, marked crosswalks, and transit stops. These provisions will help reduce ambiguity for both the public and officers tasked with ensuring roadway safety.
The bill also appropriately empowers local governments, in coordination with the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, to authorize narrowly tailored exceptions based on objective, safety-based criteria. This framework recognizes that local conditions may vary while ensuring that any exceptions are administered uniformly, transparently, and with documented justification. Maintaining a structured and objective process is critical to preserving public trust and ensuring safety remains the primary consideration.
From a public safety standpoint, HB 189 will assist law enforcement agencies in preventing dangerous interactions between pedestrians and vehicular traffic, particularly in high-speed or high-volume corridors. Establishing clear statutory authority will improve consistent enforcement, enhance roadway safety outcomes, and reduce the likelihood of serious injuries or fatalities involving pedestrians, motorists, and responding officers. The Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police believes this legislation represents a prudent and necessary step toward strengthening pedestrian safety.

Sincerely,
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Chief Shawn Butler (Ret)
Executive Director
Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police
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