
Section 110   Composition -- Jurisdiction -- Quorum -- Special justices -- Districts -- 

Chief Justice. 

 (1)  The Supreme Court shall consist of the Chief Justice of the Commonwealth and 

six associate Justices. 

 (2) (a)  The Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction only, except it shall 

have the power to issue all writs necessary in aid of its appellate jurisdiction, or the 

complete determination of any cause, or as may be required to exercise control of the 

Court of Justice. 

 (b)  Appeals from a judgment of the Circuit Court imposing a sentence of death or 

life imprisonment or imprisonment for twenty years or more shall be taken directly to the 

Supreme Court.  In all other cases, criminal and civil, the Supreme Court shall exercise 

appellate jurisdiction as provided by its rules. 

 (3)  A majority of the Justices of the Supreme Court shall constitute a quorum for 

the transaction of business.  If as many as two Justices decline or are unable to sit in the 

trial of any cause, the Chief Justice shall certify that fact to the Governor, who shall 

appoint to try the particular cause a sufficient number of Justices to constitute a full court 

for the trial of the cause. 

 (4)  The Court of Appeals districts existing on the effective date of this amendment 

to the Constitution shall constitute the initial Supreme Court districts.  The General 

Assembly thereafter may redistrict the Commonwealth, by counties, into seven Supreme 

Court districts as nearly equal in population and as compact in form as possible.  There 

shall be one Justice from each Supreme Court district. 

 (5) (a)  The Justices of the Supreme Court shall elect one of their number to serve as 

Chief Justice for a term of four years. 

 (b)  The Chief Justice of the Commonwealth shall be the executive head of the 

Court of Justice and he shall appoint such administrative assistants as he deems 

necessary.  He shall assign temporarily any justice or judge of the Commonwealth, active 

or retired, to sit in any court other than the Supreme Court when he deems such 

assignment necessary for the prompt disposition of causes.  The Chief Justice shall 

submit the budget for the Court of Justice and perform all other necessary administrative 

functions relating to the court. 

Text as Ratified on:  November 4, 1975, effective January 1, 1976. 

History:  Repeal and reenactment proposed by 1974 Ky. Acts ch. 84, sec. 1; original 

version ratified August 3, 1891, and revised September 28, 1891. 


