
Section 11   Rights of accused in criminal prosecution -- Change of venue. 

 In all criminal prosecutions the accused has the right to be heard by himself and 

counsel; to demand the nature and cause of the accusation against him; to meet the 

witnesses face to face, and to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his 

favor. He cannot be compelled to give evidence against himself, nor can he be deprived 

of his life, liberty or property, unless by the judgment of his peers or the law of the land; 

and in prosecutions by indictment or information, he shall have a speedy public trial by an 

impartial jury of the vicinage; but the General Assembly may provide by a general law for 

a change of venue in such prosecutions for both the defendant and the Commonwealth, 

the change to be made to the most convenient county in which a fair trial can be obtained. 

Text as Ratified on:  August 3, 1891, and revised September 28, 1891. 

History:  Not yet amended. 


