Section 199 Telegraph and telephone companies -- Right to construct lines --
Exchange of messages.

Any association or corporation, or the lessees or managers thereof, organized for the
purpose, or any individual, shall have the right to construct and maintain lines of
telegraph within this State, and to connect the same with other lines, and said companies
shall receive and transmit each other's messages without unreasonable delay or
discrimination, and all such companies are hereby declared to be common carriers and
subject to legislative control. Telephone companies operating exchanges in different
towns or cities, or other public stations, shall receive and transmit each other's messages
without unreasonable delay or discrimination. The General Assembly shall, by general
laws of uniform operation, provide reasonable regulations to give full effect to this
section. Nothing herein shall be construed to interfere with the rights of cities or towns to
arrange and control their streets and alleys, and to designate the places at which, and the
manner in which, the wires of such companies shall be erected or laid within the limits of
such city or town.

Text as Ratified on: August 3, 1891, and revised September 28, 1891.
History: Not yet amended.



