
Touch Screen Technology 
George Samuel Hurst developed the foundations of today’s touch 
screen technology while teaching at the University of Kentucky in 
1971.  

Hurst was a scientist, inventor, and businessman with a long and 
distinguished career. He was born in Ponza in Bell County on 
October 13, 1927. Hurst earned a Ph.D. in physics from the 
University of Tennessee in 1959 and began teaching at the 
University of Kentucky in 1966. There, Hurst and his students 
developed the world’s first touch sensor, known as the 
“Elograph.”  

This sensor laid the foundation for five-wire resistive technology, 
which Hurst and his company, Elographics, developed in 1977. 
This innovative advancement remains the most popular touch 
screen technology today. 
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