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Mary W. Duncan was born on August 30, 1895, in South Bend, 
Indiana. After graduating from nursing school, she went to France 
in 1918 as a Red Cross volunteer. When the war ended, she 
traveled to Germany with the army of occupation. She returned to 
the United States in July 1919. Before settling in Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, she served in many hospitals. She attended the 
University of Louisville when she left the military and upon 
graduation worked in public health in Wayne County until 1963. 
She then went to Turkey and Iran as a member of the Peace 
Corps. 
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War is not just a compilation of dates that represent a series of battles. "Kentucky Military Treasures," an 
online exhibition that illustrates the personal stories of bravery, innovation, heartache and perseverance, 
provides evidence of the people and artifacts history books often neglect. To learn more about this item 
and others in the military collections of the Kentucky Historical Society, visit "Kentucky Military Treasures.” 
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