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Desha Letter, 1861

+ ~ .. | Joseph Desha, of the First Regiment, Kentucky
=7~ | Volunteer Infantry, C.S.A., wrote this letter of August 25,

1861, at Camp Bartow, near Mannassas, Virginia, to his
brothers, Cave and Lucius Clay. It describes the
aftermath of the first battle of Bull Run (Manassas). The
letter graphically depicts the scene days after the battle.
In contrast, Desha also shares thoughts about home
and family. The First Kentucky was the only organized
unit from Kentucky to serve in the eastern theater of the
Civil War.

Donated by the United Daughters of the Confederacy,
86SC45

War is not just a compilation of dates that represent a series of battles. "Kentucky Military Treasures,"” an
online exhibition that illustrates the personal stories of bravery, innovation, heartache and perseverance,
provides evidence of the people and artifacts history books often neglect. To learn more about this item
and others in the military collections of the Kentucky Historical Society, visit "Kentucky Military Treasures.”
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