
 
 
 
 

Neptunus Rex Certificate, 
Earl Plimpton, USS Kentucky 
(BB-6), 1908 
 
In 1908, Earl Plimpton received this 
certificate after crossing the equator 
aboard the USS Kentucky (BB-6). 
Crossing the equator for the first time is a 
long-celebrated right of passage in the 
United States Navy. An elaborate 
ceremony is performed, and the sailor is 
awarded a Neptunus Rex certificate. 

 
Donated by W. O. Krumweide, 1968.8 
 
War is not just a compilation of dates that represent a series of battles. "Kentucky Military Treasures," an 
online exhibition that illustrates the personal stories of bravery, innovation, heartache and perseverance, 
provides evidence of the people and artifacts history books often neglect. To learn more about this item 
and others in the military collections of the Kentucky Historical Society, visit "Kentucky Military Treasures.” 
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