
CENTRAL & EASTERN 
KENTUCKY — James Bond 
was born enslaved in 1863 on 
the Anderson County farm of 
Preston Bond. After the Civil 
War, James, his mother and his 
brother, Henry, moved to Knox 
County.

Bond graduated from Berea 
College and received a divinity 
degree from Oberlin College.

He served as a minister in 
Tennessee for a time and then 
took a fundraising job with 
the Lincoln Institute in Shelby 
County, Ky.

His age disqualified Bond for chaplain duty in World War I, but he worked with soldiers 
through the YMCA at Camp Zachary Taylor in Louisville. He later was the first Kentucky 
director of the Commission on Interracial Cooperation. Founded in Atlanta in 1918, the 
commission opposed lynching, mob violence and the peonage system. Through outreach 
and education, it worked to educate white Southerners about racial abuse. Bond helped 
bridge racial differences in Kentucky through open lines of communication, although he 
(and the commission nationally) still worked within the segregated system of Jim Crow.    

Bond died in 1929 at the age of 65. His influence and heritage provided an example for 
his descendants. His son — Horace Mann Bond, a college professor at Fisk University in 
Nashville, Tenn., and later Fort Valley State University in Georgia; and grandson, Julian Bond, 
a founder of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), civil rights leader, 
politician, and educator — continued his legacy.

A Sampling of programs and services provided 
by KHS.

PRESENTED BY 

CIVIL WAR TO CIVIL RIGHTS:
 DR. JAMES BOND  
 

ExploreKentuckyHistory is a smart phone application and accompanying website that the-
matically links Kentucky’s historical markers. By providing greater context about the stories 
behind the markers, photographs and items from the Kentucky Historical Society’s collec-
tions, ExploreKentuckyHistory puts the Commonwealth’s history at your fingertips. For more 
information, see explorekyhistory.ky.gov.

The Kentucky Historical Society is an agency of the 
Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet.
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