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FISCAL SUMMARY

_______________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
2003-2004
2004-2005
2005-2006
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)





Net Effect

$0 to minimal
$0 to minimal


______________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

This measure defines the role of each authorized agency that provides services to vulnerable adults and provides for a coordinated reporting system of protective services.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

This measure:

Section 1: 

Amends KRS 209.010 to clarify that the purpose of chapter is to protect vulnerable adults and victims of spouse abuse suffering from abuse, neglect, or exploitation who request protective services or do not refuse services, or who are subject to receipt of protective services by court order of competent jurisdiction, to require reports of abuse, neglect, or exploitation to be reported, and to make findings and declarations, including the need for a system of protective services with due process; 

Section 2:

Amends KRS 209.020 to define or redefine "abuse," "access to records," "authorized agency," "caretaker," "court," "deception," "emergency," "emergency protective services," "emotional injury," "exploitation," "intimidation," "investigation," "neglect," "protective placement," "protective services,"  "victim of spouse abuse," and "vulnerable adult"; 

Section 3:

Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 209 to authorize (permit) the secretary of the cabinet to promulgate administrative regulations relating to elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation; to permit the secretary to provide protective services; to require the cabinet to continue primary responsibility for protective services, but permit other authorized agencies to take action;

Section 4:

Amends KRS 209.030 to clarify elder abuse reporting responsibilities, require timely oral or written reporting to the cabinet, local law enforcement, State Police, Commonwealth's attorney, or county attorney, and specify information to be given, if known; requires the cabinet to take action as soon as practicable upon receipt of report, and to notify each appropriate agency; requires cooperation of authorized agencies; authorize authorized agency to enter premises of health facility or service licensed by Cabinet for Health Services; authorizes the agency to be allowed access to financial records in possession of financial institution, in addition to previously identified records; 

Section 5:

Amends KRS 209.040 to clarify that any authorized agency or private citizen may apply for restraining order to prohibit elder abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a vulnerable adult; 

Section 6:

Amends KRS 209.050 to provide for civil immunity for a person making good faith effort to assist a vulnerable adult;

Section 7:

Amends KRS 209.060 to clarify vulnerable adult and victim of spouse abuse; 

Section 8:

Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 209 to set forth the jurisdiction of the various authorized agencies that provide services to vulnerable adults, and establishes the process for handling reports of abuse, neglect, or exploitation; to require annual reports from local law enforcement agencies, the State Police, and the Cabinet for Families and Children; to require cooperation between agencies that provide services to vulnerable adults;
Section 9:

Amends KRS 209.100 to require any protective services to be in an integrated setting that is appropriate to placement needs; 

Section 10:

Amend KRS 209.110 to prohibit service of an emergency protective order on a person believed to have perpetrated the abuse, neglect, or exploitation; 

Section 11:

Amend KRS 209.120 to require services to be in a setting appropriate to a person's placement needs; 

Section 12:

amend KRS 209.130 to prohibit service of an ex parte order on a person believed to have perpetrated the abuse, neglect, or exploitation; 

Section 13:

Amend KRS 209.140 to require an authorized agency that receives information in an investigation to maintain confidentiality; provide for exceptions, to include a financial institution or other authorized agencies; 

Section 14:

Amend KRS 209.150 to provide that any person with knowledge of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a vulnerable adult by a caretaker may file a criminal complaint, a vulnerable adult may file a criminal complaint, or an authorized agency may file a criminal complaint; 

Section 15:

Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 530 to define "abuse," "caretaker," "deception," "emotional injury," "exploitation," "intimidation," "neglect," and "vulnerable adult"; 

Section 16:

Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 530 to provide for penalties for elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation, provide that penalties may be assessed against a caretaker, and create penalties for financially exploiting a vulnerable adult; provide for immunity for people who make good faith effort to assist a vulnerable adult; and 

Section 17:

Repeal KRS 209.090, relating to legislative intent, and KRS 209.990, relating to penalties.


FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

This measure details each agency's role in the protection of vulnerable adults and victims of spouse abuse.  The agencies include:  Cabinet for Families and Children, Kentucky State Police, Cabinet for Health Services, Office of Attorney General, Commonwealth or County Attorneys, Board of Nursing, and local law enforcement agency.

Cabinet for Families and Children and State Police

Section 8 requires annual reports from local law enforcement agencies, the State Police, and the Cabinet for Families and Children.  The reports are to contain the final disposition or status of each adult protection case referred under Subsection 8 (3) of the measure.  The information should be available within the departments.  The added cost of submitting the information in a report format should be $0 to minimal.

Penalties

Section 17 repeals KRS 209.990 (Penalties), and inserts the penalties into KRS 530.  $0 impact
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