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SUBJECT/TITLE
Smoking Ordinances

SPONSOR
Representative Dottie Sims

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Administrative offices; all local government offices; fiscal court

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 121 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 65 to preempt local governments from regulating the use of tobacco and tobacco products in public or private areas, without state or federal authorization.  Smoking in areas prohibited by the state fire marshal or other authorities under the provisions of KRS Chapter 227 is not allowed.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 121 on local government is indeterminable, but could be minimal to moderate.  Local government currently can restrict smoking in public areas which they own or operate, such as court houses and municipal buildings.  Data is not currently available on the number of local agencies that do restrict smoking in these buildings.  However, the cost to repeal existing ordinances, rewrite regulations or policies, remove "no smoking" signs, and educate employees and citizens about the change in "no smoking" areas would not be significant.  Additional expenses may include an increase in property and casualty insurance premiums.  However, for those buildings insured by the Kentucky League of Cities, there would not be an increase in premiums if HB 121 is enacted.

An ordinance restricting smoking in any enclosed area open to the public has been enacted in only one government body, Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government. However, the regulations related to this local ordinance have not been put in place due to a legal challenge.  Should Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government implement their ordinance before the bill is enacted, there would be some minimal costs to repeal the ordinance, rewrite regulations, and publish new polices. 
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