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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to mobile infrared electronic transmitters

SPONSOR
Representative John Vincent

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


Charter County

Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement/Local Jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure prohibits the use of mobile infrared transmitters to change traffic signals unless operating an emergency vehicle.

The HCS to HB 141 clarifies that emergency vehicles may only use a MIRET device when responding to or engaged in an emergency situation.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 141 HCS on local governments is expected to be minimal.  Mobile infrared transmitter means any device or mechanism that emits infrared signals with the purpose of changing a traffic signal.

In regard to the criminal provisions of the measure, local governments would be expected to incur some expense.  Local law enforcement agencies would need additional training to police the criminal provisions of the measure.  However, this training could be included in the required annual 40 hour training requirement of local law enforcement agencies.

Individuals who violate provisions of the measure will be fined $500.00.  If the individual is involved in a vehicle collision resulting in physical injury, he shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor and individuals involved in collisions resulting in a serious physical injury shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.  Local governments are responsible for incarcerating individuals who violate provisions of the measure.  Individuals convicted of a Class A misdemeanor could be incarcerated in the local jail for up to a year, and Class B misdemeanants could be housed in the local jail for up to 90 days, at an average cost of $33.91, entirely at the local governments expense.

There is no data available that would adequately predict how many offenders would be charged and convicted under provisions of the measure.  However, in the case at hand, the number of events constituting a crime would be expected to be small, thus the cost of incarceration borne by local governments would be minimal.

DATA SOURCE(S)
KY Police Chiefs Association

KY Jailers Association
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