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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to peace officers

SPONSOR
Representative Paul Bather

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X 
Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure adds training on diversity, handling mentally ill persons, standards to use force, handling individuals suffering from alcohol or drug abuse, defensive tactics, and situations where less than lethal force should be used.  Additionally, the measures adds a procedural process for citizen complaints and discipline of peace officers.  

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 212 on local governments is expected to be minimal.  Training requirements under this measure that include identification and response to situations involving mentally ill persons, persons suffering from alcohol or drug abuse, use of force, defensive tactics, and human diversity, will be included in the basic law enforcement training course and inservice training currently required by officers and conducted by the Department of Criminal Justice Training.

Under existing laws citizens have a right and procedure for making written, sworn charges of misconduct concerning an action or actions of any police officer.  The measure modifies existing procedures dealing with citizen complaints, therefore local law enforcement agencies would be required to modify existing policies to conform.  Currently standards involving these policies are reviewed and amended as needed in most if not all accredited and non accredited law enforcement agencies throughout the Commonwealth.  Compliance with requirements of the measure may require some procedural or policy changes, however a minimal fiscal impact is expected.
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