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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to military discharge papers.

SPONSOR
Representative Mike Weaver

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
County Clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 225 directs that any military discharge papers recorded with the county clerk not be deemed public records subject to public disclosure except that: (1) The separate index of names of persons with recorded discharge papers may be publicly disclosed.(2) Specified individuals may inspect and obtain a certified or attested copy of the discharge papers.

Directs the county clerk to destroy all copies of the recorded discharge papers upon proper request of the veteran.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 225 on local government is indeterminable, but could be minimal to moderate. Under KRS 422.090, all military discharge papers may be recorded in the office of the county clerk of the county in which the person discharged is a resident.  The county clerk currently records the discharge papers without charge.  Further, the county clerk is currently required to index alphabetically the name of each person whose discharge papers are recorded and to keep the index as a permanent record.

HB 225 would require the county clerk to establish new procedures for the:


Restriction of the contents of the military discharge records; 


Inspection of discharge papers by specified and properly identified parties;


Production of a certified or attested copy of the discharge papers at the request of specified and properly identified parties;


Destruction of discharge papers upon request of the veteran filing the papers;


Production of discharge papers upon a proper court order.

The cost to the county clerk of these new procedures would be based upon the average monthly number of discharged veterans filing and requesting copies of discharge papers; the cost of supplies and photocopying; the cost of personnel necessary to respond to an unknown number of queries for the discharge papers and to examine the proper identification as determined by the county clerk and to destroy the discharge papers in the time limit provided under the measure.  

There is no provision of HB 225 for charging of a fee for photocopying the recorded military discharge papers either for the veteran, or for the specified parties.

Note that The Military Records and Research Branch (MRRB) is the archive of the Kentucky Department of Military Affairs. Their holdings consist of discharge documents for over 300,000 Kentucky veterans from all conflicts from WWI through Desert Storm.

(www.state.ky.us/agencies/military/mrrb.htm)
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