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SUBJECT/TITLE
Wireless communications systems

SPONSOR
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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 General government

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 226 HCS retains the original provisions of the bill except to: exclude "911" telephone systems from the definition of "primary wireless public safety voice or data communications systems;" omit provisions that would have allowed the chief information officer to block funding for proposed wireless communications systems that did not meet standards; and require state wireless communications plans to be sent to the Kentucky Wireless Interoperability Executive Committee for review and recommendation, and require the committee to send the plans to the chief information officer for final approval. The committee substitute requires local governmental agencies to submit wireless communications plans to the Kentucky Wireless Interoperability Executive Committee for review and recommendation only.


FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 226 HCS on local governments is indeterminable, but likely minimal. The impact of the committee substitute on local governments is less than the original bill.

By definition, the measure establishes some standards for communications and data systems and shared infrastructure. The measure amends KRS 11.5163 to require that the Kentucky Wireless Interoperability Executive Committee serve as the advisory body on wireless communications strategies for state and local governments. Under the committee substitute, local government entities must present primary wireless public safety voice and data communications systems project plans to the Kentucky Wireless Interoperability Executive Committee for review and recommendation only. (The original bill had required that local government project plans be forwarded to the state chief information officer for final approval and deemed that no communications funding would be granted unless required standards were met.)

In terms of local government wireless communications plan submittals, requirements in the HCS may not be far removed from current practice. According to officials with the Kentucky Homeland Security Office and Governor's Office for Technology, many local agencies currently go through the state in their quest for communications funds, and thus, submit plans as a part of those efforts. They also submit plans and business proposals at the local level to entities such as fiscal courts.
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