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AN ACT relating to vulnerable adults.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 209.005 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Kentucky Commission on Elder Abuse is created and shall consist of the following members:

(a)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Families and Children, or a designee;

(b)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services, or a designee;

(c)
The commissioner of the Department for Community Based Services, Cabinet for Families and Children, or a designee;

(d)
The director of the Division of Protection and Permanency, Cabinet for Families and Children, or a designee;

(e)
The executive director of the Office of the Ombudsman, Cabinet for Families and Children, or a designee;

(f)
The executive director of the Office of Aging Services, Cabinet for Health Services, or a designee;

(g)
The Inspector General, Cabinet for Health Services, or a designee;

(h)
The commissioner of the Department for Medicaid Services, Cabinet for Health Services, or a designee;

(i)
The commissioner of the Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services, Cabinet for Health Services, or a designee;

(j)
The long-term care ombudsman, Office of Aging Services, Cabinet for Health Services, or a designee;

(k)
The commissioner of the Department for Public Health, Cabinet for Health Services, or a designee;

(l)
The director of the Area Agencies on Aging, Department for Local Government, Office of the Governor, or a designee;

(m)
One (1) employee of the Office of the Attorney General who shall be appointed by the Attorney General;

(n)
The commissioner of the Department of Insurance, Public Protection and Regulation Cabinet, or a designee;

(o)
The director of the Division of Public Advocacy, Department of Public Advocacy, Public Protection and Regulation Cabinet, or a designee;

(p)
One (1) employee of the Cabinet for Workforce Development who shall be appointed by the cabinet secretary;

(q)
One (1) representative from the Sanders-Brown Center on Aging at the University of Kentucky who shall be appointed by the Governor;

(r)
One (1) representative from the University of Louisville who shall be appointed by the Governor;

(s)
Six (6) citizen members who shall be appointed by the Governor from a list of nominees submitted by the secretary of the Cabinet for Families and Children;

(t)
Two (2) members of the Senate who shall be appointed by the President of the Senate;

(u)
Two (2) members of the House of Representatives who shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(v)
One (1) law enforcement officer with experience in conducting elder abuse investigations who shall be appointed by the secretary of the Justice Cabinet;

(w)
One (1) county attorney who shall be appointed by the Kentucky Criminal Justice Council;

(x)
One (1) Commonwealth's attorney who shall be appointed by the Kentucky Criminal Justice Council;

(y)
The president of the Kentucky Association of Homes and Services for the Aging, Inc., or a designee; and

(z)
The executive director of the Kentucky Association of Health Care Facilities, or a designee.

(2)
The Governor shall appoint the initial chair and vice chair from the members of the commission, and the chair and vice chair shall serve in that capacity for a term of two (2) years. Thereafter, the commission shall annually elect the chair and vice chair from its membership.

(3)
A majority of the voting members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any business, and special meetings shall be called in accordance with KRS 61.823.

(4)
Meetings of the commission shall be open and accessible to the public in accordance with KRS 61.805 to 61.850[The Cabinet for Families and Children shall create an Elder Abuse Committee to develop a model protocol on elder abuse and neglect in the Commonwealth, that shall be comprised of various state agency representatives from the following list:

(a)
The Department for Community Based Services;

(b)
The Department for Public Health;

(c)
The Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation;

(d)
The Office of Aging Services;

(e)
The Division of Long Term Care;

(f)
The Office of the Ombudsman; and

(g)
Area Agencies on Aging.

(2)
The committee shall address issues of prevention, intervention, and agency coordination of services on a state and local level through interaction with local groups or entities that either directly or indirectly provide services to the elder population, including, but not limited to:

(a)
Senior citizen centers;

(b)
Local governmental human service groups;

(c)
The Sanders-Brown Center on Aging at the University of Kentucky;

(d)
Long Term Care Ombudsmen; and

(e)
Other organizations or associations dedicated to serving elder citizens and their families in the Commonwealth.

(3)
The committee shall:

(a)
Explore the need for a comprehensive statewide resource directory of services for the elderly;

(b)
Enhance existing public awareness campaigns for elder abuse and neglect; and

(c)
Provide forums for the exchange of information to educate the elder population and their families on the rights of elders.

(4)
The committee shall produce an annual report of their activities, products, and recommendations for public policy to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission].

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 209 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Commission on Elder Abuse shall:

(a)
Adopt by-laws for the regular operation of the commission;

(b)
Develop a work plan to include the following:

1.
Coordination of constituent calls to and contact with state programs;

2.
Provision of public awareness resources on elder maltreatment; and

3.
Coordination of media campaigns on elder maltreatment;

(c)
Act as liaison for the Office of the Governor, the members of the General Assembly, and the public;

(d)
Develop a state coordinating council on elder maltreatment to facilitate the development of local coordinating councils in accordance with model protocols;

(e)
Identify and keep an up-to-date list of local community partners that address elder abuse issues;

(f)
Distribute and update model protocols on elder maltreatment and services to appropriate agencies;

(g)
Make recommendations for training and education on specified elder issues;

(h)
Recommend model curriculum and trainer requirements for elder maltreatment education;

(i)
Make recommendations on grant applications and funding sources for special projects;

(j)
Serve as a repository of information on statewide elder issues;

(k)
Make recommendations for pilot projects;

(l)
Make recommendations on the system for data collection, measurements, and reporting of elder abuse cases; and

(m)
Perform other duties relevant to the issue of elder abuse.

(2)
The commission shall submit a report by September 30 of each year on activities, projects, and recommendations for public policy to the General Assembly, the Governor, the secretary of the Cabinet for Families and Children, the secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services, the Attorney General, and the secretary of the Public Protection and Regulation Cabinet. Public policy recommendations may be made regarding changes in state programs, legislation, administrative regulations, policies, treatments, and services and supports that may facilitate effective coordination, prevention, and intervention of elder abuse cases, the investigation, prosecution, and treatment of perpetrators of elder abuse, and the access of victims to services and supports.

(3)
Members of the commission shall be eligible to receive actual and reasonable travel expenses.

(4)
The Cabinet for Families and Children shall provide the necessary staff to assist the commission in carrying out its duties and responsibilities. State agencies having representation on the commission shall assist, within their budgetary limits, the cabinet and the commission in effectuating the duties and responsibilities of the commission.
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