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MEASURE'S PURPOSE: 

This measure will allow dentists holding  specialty licenses to perform general dentistry when performing as charitable healthcare providers and be reimbursed the cost of their medical malpractice insurance from the Appropriations Not Otherwise Classified (ANOC) account.

PROVISION/MECHANICS: 

This measure amends KRS 216.940 to include a dentist within the definition of "charitable healthcare provider;" amend KRS 304.40-075 to include a dentist within the definition of "charitable healthcare provider;" and amend KRS 313.445 to permit a dentist with a specialty license to provide general dental treatments when providing services as a charitable healthcare provider.


FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

Medical malpractice insurance premiums for charitable dental work will be assumed wholly by state government (General Fund). Projecting costs of the insurance is indeterminable because the number of dentists who will perform such work is unknown.  

If participation amoung dentists is simular to that of physicians then the fiscal impact will likely be relatively small.  The base premium (as provided by one insurance carrier) for dentists using local anesthesia and nitrous oxide was $2,883 and for those who sedate their patients is $4,881 annually.  Even with this information, it is impossible to estimate how many dentists are charitable healthcare providers and how many of those would participate in this program.
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