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AN ACT relating to traffic regulations.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 189.214 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Appurtenances" means the following devices that do not extend beyond the maximum vehicle width as established in subsection (2) of this section by more than six (6) inches on either side of a recreational vehicle[travel trailer]:

1.
Hand holds for entry or egress;

2.
Load-induced tire bulge;

3.
Rearview mirrors;

4.
Splash and spray suppressant devices;[ and]
5.
Turn signal lamps; and

6.
Shade awnings and their mounting hardware;
(b)
"Recreational vehicle" has the meaning set forth in KRS 186.650(4); and

(c)
"Width exclusion safety devices" means the following devices that do not extend beyond the maximum vehicle width as established in subsection (2) of this section by more than three (3) inches on either side of a recreational vehicle[travel trailer]:

1.
Corner caps;

2.
Lift pads;

3.
Rear or side door hinges and protective hardware;

4.
Rain gutters;

5.
Side marker lamps;

6.
Tarps and tarp hardware; and

7.
Wall variations from a true flat.

(2)
A recreational vehicle that is one hundred two (102) inches in width and is registered under KRS 186.050, 186.655, or an equivalent statute from another state shall have access to any public state-maintained highway in Kentucky and the vehicle's appurtenances and width exclusion safety devices shall not exceed the limits defined in this section. A recreational vehicle shall not exceed established weight limits on Kentucky highways without first obtaining an overweight permit issued under this chapter.

Section 2.   KRS 189.394 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The fines for speeding in violation of KRS 189.390 shall be:
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(2)
For speeding in excess of the speeds shown on the specific fine schedule the fine shall be not less than sixty dollars ($60) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100).

(3)
For any violation shown on the chart for which a specific fine is prescribed, the defendant may elect to pay the fine and court costs to the circuit clerk before the date of his trial or to be tried in the normal manner. Payment of the fine and court costs to the clerk shall be considered as a plea of guilty for all purposes.

(4)
If the offense charged shows a speed in excess of the speeds shown on the specific fine schedule the defendant shall appear for trial and may not pay the fine to the clerk before the trial date.

(5)
If the offense occurred in a highway work zone, the fine established by subsection (1) or (2) of this section shall be doubled.

(6)
All fines collected for speeding in a highway work zone in violation of KRS 189.390 shall be deposited into a separate trust and agency account within the Transportation Cabinet known as the "Highway Work Zone Safety Fund." The highway work zone safety fund shall be used exclusively by the Transportation Cabinet to hire or pay for enhanced law enforcement of traffic laws within highway work zones.

Section 3.   KRS 189.390 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
As used in this section, unless the context requires otherwise:

(a)
"Business district" means the territory contiguous to and including a highway if, within six hundred (600) feet along the highway, there are buildings in use for business or industrial purposes that occupy three hundred (300) feet of frontage on one (1) side or three hundred (300) feet collectively on both sides of the highway;

(b)
"Residential district" means the territory contiguous to and including a highway not comprising a business district if the property on the highway for a distance of three hundred (300) feet or more is improved with residences or residences and buildings in use for business; and

(c)
"State highway" means a highway or street maintained by the Kentucky Department of Highways.

(2)
An operator of a vehicle upon a highway shall not drive at a greater speed than is reasonable and prudent, having regard for the traffic and for the condition and use of the highway.

(3)
The speed limit for motor vehicles on state highways within the Commonwealth shall be as follows, unless[If] conditions exist that require lower speed for compliance with subsection (2) of this section, or the secretary of the Transportation Cabinet establishes a different speed limit in accordance with subsection (4) of this section[the speed of any vehicle in excess of the limits specified in this section shall be unlawful]:

(a)
Seventy (70) miles per hour on interstate highways and parkways;

(b)
Fifty-five (55) miles per hour on all other state highways; and

(c)
Thirty-five (35) miles per hour in a business or residential district[For vehicles other than motor vehicles of five (5) horsepower or less, thirty-five (35) miles per hour in any business or residential district, except as provided in subsection (5) of this section, and fifty-five (55) miles per hour in other locations, except where the speed limit has been posted at sixty-five (65) miles per hour;

(b)
For motor vehicles of five (5) horsepower or less, thirty-five (35) miles per hour in any location except as provided in subsection (5) of this section;

(c)
Vehicles using off-street parking facilities offered for public use whether publicly or privately owned, fifteen (15) miles per hour].

(4)
(a)
If the secretary of transportation determines, upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation, that any speed limit is greater or less than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at any intersection, or upon any part of a state highway, the secretary of transportation may establish by official order a reasonable and safe speed limit at the location. The secretary shall not increase any speed limit established by subsection (3) of this section in excess of seventy (70) miles per hour on an interstate highway or parkway or fifty-five (55) miles per hour on any other state highway.

(b)
In a highway work zone, the Transportation Cabinet may temporarily reduce established speed limits without an engineering or traffic investigation. A speed limit established under this paragraph shall become effective when and where posted. The Transportation Cabinet shall post signs notifying the traveling public of the temporary highway work zone maximum speed limit. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to prevent the Transportation Cabinet from using moveable or portable speed limit signs in highway work zones.

(5)
(a)
A city or a county may by ordinance establish speed limits within its own jurisdiction, except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection.

(b)
The alteration of speed limits on state highways within a city or a county shall not be effective until the alteration has been approved by the secretary of transportation. The secretary shall not approve any alteration that could increase any speed limit established by subsection (3) of this section in excess of seventy (70) miles per hour on an interstate highway or parkway or fifty-five (55) miles per hour on any other state highway.

(c)
If a county determines, upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation and study, that it is unsafe to park motor vehicles on or along any highway, other than a state highway, within the unincorporated areas of the county, or that in any business district the congestion of traffic justifies a reasonable limitation on the length of time any one (1) motor vehicle is permitted to park in such district so as to reduce the congestion, the fiscal court may by ordinance establish "no parking" areas on the highway, or limit the length of time any motor vehicle may be parked in any business district.

[(d)
Notwithstanding the other limitations in this subsection, the secretary of transportation may establish, by official order, reasonable and safe speed limits on interstate highways and divided highways with four (4) or more lanes and fully controlled access, a speed limit not to exceed sixty-five (65) miles per hour.]

(6)
The speed limit for motor vehicles in an off-street parking facility offered for public use, whether publicly or privately owned, shall be fifteen (15) miles per hour.

(7)
A person shall not drive a motor vehicle at a speed that will impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, except when reduced speed is necessary for safe operation or in compliance with law.

(8)[(7)]
In every charge for a violation of any speed limit specified in this section, the warrant or citation shall specify the speed at which the defendant is alleged to have driven, and the lawful speed limit applicable at the location where the violation is charged to have occurred.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 189 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

In addition to the penalties prescribed under KRS 189.990 and 189.993, an operator of a motor vehicle who violates the yielding of right-of-way provisions of KRS 189.310, 189.330, 189.338, 189.345, 189.378, subsection (8) of KRS 189.570, KRS 189.575, 189.930, or 189.960 and is involved in an accident shall be subject to the following additional penalties:
(1)
If the accident results in the physical injury, as defined by KRS 500.080, of a motorcyclist, bicyclist, or pedestrian, the motor vehicle operator shall be fined two hundred dollars ($200) and his or her operator's license shall be suspended for a period of thirty (30) days;
(2)
If the accident results in the serious physical injury, as defined by KRS 500.080, of a motorcyclist, bicyclist, or pedestrian, the motor vehicle operator shall be fined five hundred dollars ($500) and his or her operator's license shall be suspended for a period of ninety (90) days; or
(3)
If the accident results in the death of a motorcyclist, bicyclist, or pedestrian, the motor vehicle operator shall be fined one thousand dollars ($1,000) and his or her operator's license shall be suspended for a period of six (6) months.
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