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Bill Number:
HB 389 HCS 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to inmates


Sponsor(s):   Rep Hoover, Wilkey
Introduction Date:1/27/04
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 454.415, relating to inmate lawsuits, to require exhaustion of all administrative remedies prior to filing of a lawsuit; delete the provision permitting a court to continue an inmate lawsuit while the inmate exhausts administrative remedies.




Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

Inmates file the majority of lawsuits managed by the Office of Legal Services for the Department of Corrections. Requiring inmates to exhaust administrative remedies gives the Department of Corrections the opportunity to resolve disputes without an inmate filing a lawsuit. This allows the Department to manage its resources and use its expertise to correct problems without court intervention. This bill will not prevent litigation, but it should reduce the number of lawsuits and eliminate frivolous lawsuits, which translates into savings for the Commonwealth. Additionally, should an issue remain unresolved between the inmate and the Department, the administrative process will allow for a fully developed record that will facilitate court review. 



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
This bill would result in a decreased fiscal cost to the Department of Corrections due to the fact it would result in fewer law suits against the Commonwealth.

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections.

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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