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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to anhydrous ammonia

SPONSOR
Rep. Brent Yonts

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement, Local jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The agricultural community has used anhydrous ammonia as a low cost, highly effective nitrogen based fertilizer for years.  However, drug dealers have found that it can also be used to manufacture the illegal drug methamphetamine, and have targeted commercial storage tanks as a source for this ingredient.  The measure creates a new crime for certain individuals who fail to enclose anhydrous ammonia storage within a fenced area.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 275 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The growing national problem of manufacturing methamphetamine has found its way to Kentucky, where an increasing number of fertilizer thefts and illegal drug manufacturing locations have been identified.

If the measure is enacted, local law enforcement will be responsible for enforcing the provisions of the bill, and local governments will be responsible for incarcerating individuals who subsequently violate provisions of the measure for up to 90 days at an average cost of $33.91 per day.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC Staff

KY Police Chiefs Association

KY Jailers Association

Environmental Protection Agency

The Fertilizer Institute
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