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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Police Departments; county jails and sheriff's offices

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 413 GA retains the bill's original provisions, except that it incorporates the provisions of HFA (8) and changes the title.  The title is changed from "AN ACT making an appropriation to local government police departments and declaring an emergency" to "AN ACT making an appropriation for local government public safety and declaring an emergency."  

HFA (8) modifies how the new $20 fee generated from increased district and circuit court costs will be disbursed and for what purposes the funds must be used.  The following table shows the changes made in the provisions and percentage distribution of the additional $20 fee.

CHANGES IN HB 413 GA FROM ORIGINAL HB 413

HB 413 Provisions
% of Fees
HB 413 GA Provisions
% of 

Fees

Local governments with police departments
30%
Local governments with police departments or that contract for police services
30%

Local governments with police departments on a per capita basis according to # of certified police officers
70%
Local governments with police departments or that contract for police services on a per capita basis according to # of certified police officers.* 
50%



Counties with fiscal responsibilities for jails or transporting prisoners
20%

*Contract police services shall be considered to employ 1 officer per each $60,000 expended.

HB 413 GA creates new sections of KRS Chapter 23A and 24A to define "local government" and "police department", and to require a convicted defendant to pay an additional $20 court cost fee.  The bill requires the circuit clerk to remit funds to the Finance and Administration Cabinet for quarterly distribution.  Funds distributed to local governments shall be used for payment of expenses for the operation of the local police departments or contracted police services.  The funds to counties must be used for housing or the transporting of prisoners.  

The Justice Cabinet must annually certify the number of certified police officers employed by each local police department.  The Finance and Administration Cabinet is authorized to promulgate administrative regulations; and KRS 24A.190, 24A.191, 24A.192, and 24A.193 are repealed. Also, an emergency is declared. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 413 GA on local government is a significant increase in new revenues for police departments and a moderate amount of new funds for county jails or for counties that transport prisoners.  The Kentucky League of Cities estimated that the $20 court fee would generate over $10,000,000, annually, based on 544,718 statewide convictions in FY 2002. (Conviction data provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts.)  The Kentucky League of Cities analysis assumes that the $20 court fee would be collected from all convicted defendants.  However, it is estimated that 15% to 20% of the court fees would not actually be paid, therefore, $8,000,000 may be a more realistic estimate.

Thirty percent of the total funds would be distributed equally to the 261 local governments containing a police departments and to a number of cites that have no police departments but contract for police services.  Thirty percent of the total funds are estimated to be $2,400,000 to $3,000,000.  The League of Cities analysis indicates that Louisville-Jefferson County Government and Lexington-Fayette County Urban Government have one department each; that there are 12 departments in cities of the second class; 19 departments in cities of the third class, 98 departments in cities of the fourth class; 86 departments in cities of the fifth class, 33 departments in cities of the sixth class, and 11 departments in Kentucky counties.  There are 60 cities without police departments, but it is not known how many of these cities actually contract for police services.   

Fifty percent of the fund would be distributed on a per capita basis according to the number of certified police officers employed by the local government's police department or, for those cities that have a contract for police services, based on 1 officer per each $60,000 expended.  Fifty percent of the total funds are estimated to be $4,000,000 to $5,000,000.  Again, it is unknown how many cities contract for police services rather than employ officers.  Of those cities that have a police department, 4,580 officers are certified according to the analysis and certification data provided by the Kentucky Department of Criminal Justice Training,  

HB 413 GA also provides that 20% of the funds would be distributed to counties for housing or the transporting of prisoners. Twenty percent of the total funds are estimated to be $1,600,000 to $2,000,000, which would be $13,000 to 16,000 for each county in Kentucky. 
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