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AN ACT relating to the assessment of students attending nonpublic schools receiving public funds.

WHEREAS, the Federal "No Child Left Behind Act of 2001," 20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq., requires all public schools to perform annual assessments of students in grades three through eight to determine the students' academic achievement in reading and mathematics and, beginning in the school year 2007-2008, science; and

WHEREAS, under the "No Child Left Behind Act of 2001," these assessments are "the primary means of determining the yearly performance of the state and each local educational agency and school in the state in enabling all children to meet the state's challenging student academic standards"; and

WHEREAS, under KRS 158.6453, the Kentucky Board of Education is "responsible for creating and implementing a statewide assessment program to be known as the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System to ensure school accountability for student achievement for the goals set forth in KRS 158.645 and 158.6451"; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System assesses student achievement in grades four through twelve in all subjects of the Kentucky core content for assessment, holding schools accountable for student learning against the high standards set by Kentucky General Assembly and the Kentucky Board of Education;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly finds that nonpublic elementary and secondary schools that accept state funding should be measured by the same high standards for student academic achievement as public schools in Kentucky.

(2)
The purpose of this section is to require nonpublic elementary and secondary schools that accept public funding, in the event public funding is provided, to participate in the same annual assessments of student academic achievement as required of public schools, in order to provide standards, accountability, and balance in evaluating the relative merit of state funding for nonpublic schools.

(3)
In the event that state funds are appropriated for the purpose of providing support to nonpublic schools and, notwithstanding any other statute to the contrary, in order to be eligible to receive any state funds, a nonpublic school shall:

(a)
Be certified by the Kentucky Board of Education under KRS 156.160;

(b)
Assess the academic achievement of all its students, using the same assessments required of public schools pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 6311(b)(3)(A) and KRS 158.6453 in the manner set forth in statute and administrative regulation for administration of the assessments in public schools;

(c)
Provide the results of those assessments to the Kentucky Department of Education in a manner established by administrative regulation promulgated under subsection (4)(b) of this section; and

(d)
Not disclose a student's personally identifiable information to anyone except the student, the student's parent or legal guardian, or the Kentucky Department of Education.

(4)
In the event that state funds are appropriated for the purpose of providing support to nonpublic schools:

(a)
The Kentucky Department of Education shall:
1.
Provide the assessments and assessment scoring at no cost to a participating nonpublic school; 

2.
Provide technical assistance to a participating nonpublic school in the proper administration of the assessments; and

3.
Conduct an annual evaluation of the academic achievement of students in each participating nonpublic school including a comparison of the achievement of the nonpublic school's students to demographically similar public school students; and
(b)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall promulgate administrative regulations to implement the provisions of this section.

Section 2.   This Act may be cited as the Balanced Student Assessment Act.

Page 1 of 3
BR130000.100-1300



