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AN ACT relating to the creation of the Kentucky Center for African-American Studies and Research.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The General Assembly finds that:

(1)
The future of Kentucky depends upon ensuring that all segments of our society have the opportunity to participate fully in the civic, economic, political, and social life of the Commonwealth;

(2)
The achievement of that goal for African-American Kentuckians presents a series of complex issues, challenges, and opportunities that are worthy of focused research, analysis, and debate at Kentucky's public postsecondary institutions; and

(3)
Policy initiatives of the Commonwealth to address issues of diversity, opportunity, and equity, and to positively impact the lives of African-Americans and all Kentuckians will be strengthened by work undertaken at an institution charged with leading a coordinated, multidisciplinary research agenda regarding issues pertaining to African-Americans.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly hereby authorizes the creation of the Kentucky Center for African American Studies and Research to be housed at one (1) of Kentucky's public universities. The center's mission shall be to serve as a central location and catalyst for multidisciplinary research, analysis, and policy development regarding African-Americans and issues affecting their lives.

(2)
The center shall serve as an information and policy resource regarding the African-American experience in Kentucky for university faculty, graduate and undergraduate students, state and local government officials, public and private social service organizations, the media, and citizens throughout the Commonwealth. The center shall:
(a)
Pursue primary research;
(b)
Serve as a repository and access point for data and research from other sources;
(c)
Collaborate with other individuals and entities working to address issues of concern to African-Americans; and
(d)
Disseminate research findings and new initiatives through the publication of reports, issue papers, and the development and maintenance of an Internet Web site.
(3)
In furtherance of its mission, the scope of inquiry of the center shall encompass a wide variety of scholarly and applied disciplines, including but not limited to the social sciences, medicine, education, the biological sciences, the physical and environmental sciences, law, and the arts and humanities.

(4)
Subject to the availability of funds, the Council on Postsecondary Education shall use a request for proposal process to select a public university to administer the Kentucky Center for African-American Studies and Research. 

(a)
The contract to administer the center shall be for a period of not less than four (4) years, unless funds for the center are not appropriated, or the council determines the university is negligent in carrying out its duties as specified in the request for proposal and contract. 

(b)
The council shall develop specific criteria for the request for proposal after consultation with government officials, university faculty and administrators, community leaders, and others with relevant experience and expertise regarding issues affecting African-Americans.
(c)
The request for proposal shall be issued no later than October 1, 2004. 

(d)
The council shall select a university to administer the center no later than January 1, 2005.

(5)
The chosen university shall be the fiscal agent for the center and shall:

(a)
 Receive funds appropriated by the General Assembly and grants from any other public or private source to support the purposes of the center; and

(b)
Employ the staff of the center who shall have the retirement and employee benefits granted other similar university employees.

(6)
The center shall operate within the fiscal policies of the university and in compliance with policies established by the Council on Postsecondary Education through the request for proposal and contract.

(7)
The center shall provide an annual report to the Council on Postsecondary Education, to be submitted by July 1, which shall include:

(a)
A summary report on the status of African-Americans in Kentucky and key related issues confronting the Commonwealth;

(b)
A summary of the long-term-strategic plan for the center;

(c)
A workplan and budget for the next fiscal year; and 

(d)
A summary of the work of the center during the previous fiscal year.
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