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SUBJECT/TITLE
Conduct of gubernatorial elections

SPONSOR
Representative Steve Nunn

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 General county government, county clerks' offices

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing

Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 538 amends a number of statutes relating to the conduct and financing of gubernatorial elections. One section of the bill amends KRS 118.245 to eliminate the runoff primary for gubernatorial slates.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 538 on local governments could mean a potential estimated savings of $2.8-$3.1 million for counties that would result from the elimination of a gubernatorial runoff primary. Under current statutes, a party runoff primary election is required if a gubernatorial slate does not receive at least 40% of the votes in a primary election. The two gubernatorial slates receiving the highest number of votes cast in the primary participate in the runoff primary. A runoff primary, if required, must occur 35 days after the May primary and is conducted in the same manner as other general and primary elections. Conceivably, two party runoffs could occur in the same gubernatorial election year. No gubernatorial primary runoff has occurred under the Public Finance Campaign Act, enacted in 1992.

According to an official with the State Board of Elections, it costs counties an estimated $1,100-$1,200 per precinct to conduct elections. Under the current budget, the state reimburses counties $300 per precinct to cover election expenses, therefore, the net cost to counties for each election is about $800-$900 per precinct. There are 3,472 precincts in Kentucky.

In addition, Section 34 of the bill creates a new section of KRS Chapter 121 to prohibit a legislative agent or an executive agency lobbyist from making a campaign contribution to a candidate for governor, a slate of candidates for governor and lieutenant governor, and the candidates' committee. Further, the candidates mentioned must not knowingly accept such contributions. A second offense violation of the prohibition is a Class D felony.

Local governments are responsible, at local governments expense, for incarcerating individuals charged with a felony through the period of conviction and final sentencing.  The daily cost average $33.91 per day for incarcerating prisoners in county jails.  The period of incarceration prior to final sentencing averages approximately 8.5 months.

Individuals convicted of a Class D felony, are housed in local jails for the duration of their sentence, but the state fully reimburses the local government for the cost of incarceration following the court's sentencing of the convicted criminal.  However, approximately 16% of felons have their sentences reduced to misdemeanors, in which case the local government is required to pay for the entire period of incarceration.  In the case at hand, the number of events constituting a crime would be expected to be small, thus the cost of incarceration borne by local governments would be minimal.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff; Kentucky Board of Elections information, Kentucky Jailers' Association Preliminary Study Related to Cost of Incarceration in Kentucky County Jails, October 6, 2003
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