HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2004 REGULAR SESSION


Amend printed copy of HB 540/HCS

On page 1, beginning on line 1 in front of "Section 1.", by inserting the following:

"SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 6 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

For purposes of KRS Chapter 6, "bullying" means any deliberate and repeated force or threat of force to willfully injure, intimidate, interfere with, or threaten a legislator that has the effect of:
(1)
Physically harming a legislator;

(2)
Damaging a legislator's property;

(3)
Materially or substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the legislative process; or

(4)
Creating a hostile environment which substantially interferes with a legislator's constitutional responsibilities or performance or with a legislator's physical or psychological well-being.

Section 2.   KRS 6.706 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The ethics education manual shall include, but not be limited to, ethics statutes, administrative regulations, explanations of purposes and principles underlying the laws, explanations of technical and specific legal requirements, examples of practical applications of the laws and principles, a questions-and-answers section regarding common problems and situations, summaries of advisory opinions, and any other information which would inform legislators about the required standards of conduct and assist them in applying those standards to specific situations.

(2)
The commission shall include within the manual the definition of bullying under Section 1 of this Act, examples of behaviors that would constitute bullying under the definition, and ideas for prevention, intervention, and follow-up services for the bully and the victim. The commission shall specify the procedures for reporting any incident of repeated and deliberate bullying and procedures for the prompt investigation of the complaint or review by the legislative ethics commission. 

(3)
The commission shall provide for the distribution of the manual to legislators. The commission shall distribute the first manual no later than one hundred twenty (120) days after appointment of the commission. On or before January 1, 1995, the commission shall distribute a supplement including, but not limited to, updates, additions, and revisions. Thereafter, the commission shall distribute revised and updated versions of the manual on or before January 1 of each odd-numbered year.

(4)[(3)]
Copies of the manual shall be made available to the public for a reasonable fee, not to exceed the actual cost, but not including the cost of staff required.

Section 3.   KRS 6.711 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The commission shall design the general curriculum of orientation courses, which shall include, but not be limited to, explanations and discussions of the ethics laws, administrative regulations, relevant internal policies, specific technical and legal requirements, summaries of advisory opinions, underlying purposes and principles of ethics laws, examples of practical application of the laws and principles, and a question-and-answer participatory segment regarding common problems and situations. The commission shall prepare the methods and materials necessary to implement the curriculum.

(2)
The commission shall:

(a)
Administer the orientation courses for legislators;

(b)
Designate instructors to conduct their courses who shall be trained by the commission; and

(c)
Notify legislators regarding attendance in these courses.

(3)
The orientation courses shall be conducted in January of each odd-numbered year. Each course shall be at least three (3) hours in length and shall be designed for approval by the Kentucky Bar Association for continuing legal education ethics credits which the bar association may require.

(4)
To facilitate participant interaction, those portions of the courses dedicated to group participation shall be closed to the public.

(5)
Each legislator shall complete the initial orientation course offered under this section. Each legislator elected after the initial orientation course shall complete the next orientation course conducted. The commission may grant permission for a legislator to attend a later course for good cause shown.

(6)
The majority and minority leadership of each chamber of the General Assembly shall ensure that members annually discuss, as part of their continuing education on legislative ethics, the prohibition against bullying other legislators and members and understand that bullying is prohibited under the legislative code."; and

Renumbering all subsequent sections accordingly; and

On page 3, line 26, by deleting "Section 1" and inserting "Section 4" in lieu thereof. 
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