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AN ACT relating to commercial driver's licenses and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 281A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any person applying for an initial, transfer, or renewal hazardous materials endorsement on a commercial driver's license shall, in addition to complying with the skills and knowledge tests, be required to submit to a fingerprint verified national criminal records check.

(2)
All fingerprints required under this section shall be taken by the Kentucky State Police and forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation as required under 49 U.S.C. sec. 5103a.

(3)
In addition to the fees required under KRS 281A.150(2), an applicant for an initial, transfer, or renewal hazardous materials endorsement on a commercial driver's license shall pay a fee to reimburse the Kentucky State Police for the costs associated with obtaining a fingerprint verified national criminal records check. The fee under this subsection shall be fifty-five dollars ($55) plus the actual amount that the Federal Bureau of Investigation charges the State Police for processing the request.

(4)
The State Police may promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A to carry out the provisions of this section, 49 U.S.C. sec. 5103a, and 49 CFR 383 and 1570 to 1572.

Section 2.   Because 49 CFR 383 mandates that prior to April 1, 2004, states must implement statutory provisions requiring commercial driver's license holders requesting or renewing a hazardous materials endorsement to submit to a fingerprint verified nation criminal records check or suffer a penalty of being unable to issue commercial driver's licenses, a state of emergency is declared to exist and this Act take effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming law.
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