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AN ACT relating to search and rescue.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 39F IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A public police department operated by a city, county, urban-county, consolidated local government, a sheriff's department, the Department of State Police, the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, the Division of Motor Vehicle enforcement, a public institution of higher education, or an airport which utilizes dogs for a law enforcement purpose shall qualify as a special rescue squad pursuant to KRS 39F.040, if the law enforcement agency:

(a)
Signs an affiliation agreement with an emergency management agency of a unit of local government as a specialized rescue squad or with the Division of Emergency Management;

(b)
Requires each of its dogs and handlers who will engage in search and rescue to be certified as provided in KRS 39F.040 and the administrative regulations promulgated thereunder; and

(c)
For any search or rescue mission authorized pursuant to KRS Chapter 39F uses a dog which is not Schutzen trained, aggression trained, or is permitted to bite the lost person.

(2)
Any certified peace officer employed by an agency specified in subsection (1) of this section may, with the written permission of the chief of the employing agency specified in subsection (1) of this section, apply to be a specialized rescue squad pursuant to KRS 39F, if the agency has not applied for the same status and does not apply for qualification as a specialized rescue squad.

(a)
The individual certified peace officer and the officer's law enforcement dog shall be eligible for certification as a specialized rescue squad under KRS 39F.040, provided that the certified peace officer and the peace officer's dog successfully pass the certification required pursuant to KRS 39F.040 and the administrative regulations promulgated thereunder.

(b)
If the certified peace officer's employing agency becomes a specialized rescue squad then the individual officer and the officer's law enforcement dog shall not be individually considered to be a specialized rescue squad but shall be considered to be members of the specialized rescue squad operated by the law enforcement agency. The law enforcement agency's becoming a specialized rescue squad shall not affect the certification of the individual certified peace officer and the peace officer's law enforcement dog.

(3)
A law enforcement agency which becomes a specialized rescue squad pursuant to this section need not have the sole purpose of search and rescue or rescue, however, it shall be a part of that agency's responsibilities as determined by the agency's mission statement, operating procedures, or other legal authorization.

(4)
A certified peace officer who becomes a specialized rescue squad pursuant to this section need not have the sole purpose of search and rescue or rescue, however, the employing agency of the officer shall give the officer permission, in writing, to respond to searches and rescue missions.

(5)
A certified peace officer who responds to a search or rescue mission shall be entitled to workers compensation from the Division of Emergency Management as provided in this chapter.

(6)
A law enforcement agency specified in subsection (1) of this section shall be eligible to apply for rescue grant aid money as a specialized rescue squad as provided in this chapter. An individual certified peace officer shall not be eligible to apply for rescue grant aid money as a specialized rescue squad if the agency employing the peace officer is a specialized rescue squad. A certified peace officer whose employing agency is not a specialized rescue squad shall be eligible to apply for rescue grant aid money as a specialized rescue squad.

Section 2.   KRS 39F.010 is amended to read as follows:

The following definitions apply in this chapter unless the context otherwise requires:

(1)
"General rescue squad" means a rescue squad which performs one (1) or more of the following functions as a stated mission of the organization:

(a)
Light duty rescue;

(b)
Extrication of persons from vehicles;

(c)
Water rescue and recovery operations not utilizing divers;

(d)
Search for lost, trapped, or missing persons not utilizing dogs;

(e)
Low angle rescue and recovery operations;

(f)
High angle rescue and recovery operations.

(2)
"Reports and notification" means the reporting and notification of any search and rescue mission to the appropriate agency or person in the manner as specified by this chapter.

(3)
"Rescue" means gaining access, rendering appropriate care, and transporting of a person or persons by whatever means, to a safe environment for appropriate care.

(4)
"Rescue squad" means any organization which engages in the search for lost persons, rescue of persons, rescue of persons who are trapped or who are in need of rescue services, search for and recovery of drowned persons, or any other rescue related activity. "Rescue squad" shall not include the rescue of persons from a fire by a fire department, the extrication of persons from a vehicle or other activities which an emergency medical technician, emergency medical technician first responder, or paramedic is authorized to perform pursuant to applicable statutes and administrative regulations, if the activities are performed by a person for an ambulance service or in the role of a first responder. If these activities are performed other than as a first responder or in the role of an ambulance service and are involved in rescue operations, they come within the purview of activities of a rescue squad.

(5)
"Search" means the process of looking for a person or persons whose location is not precisely known, and who may be in distress.

(6)
"Search and rescue" ("SAR") means the process of looking for a lost, missing, or overdue person or persons who may be in distress, and rendering care with the use of appropriately trained and adequately equipped personnel.

(7)
"Search and rescue mission" includes, but is not limited to, searching for a missing or lost person or persons, cave rescue, high angle or rough terrain rescue, urban search and rescue, dive rescue and recovery of drowning victims, inland water search, rescue, and recovery. "Search and rescue" may also include any mission permitted pursuant to this chapter. A "search and rescue mission" does not include mine rescue missions under the jurisdiction of the Department of Mines and Minerals pursuant to KRS Chapter 351.

(8)
"Specialized rescue squad" means a rescue squad which performs one (1) or more of the following functions as the primary or sole mission of the organization:

(a)
Cave rescue;

(b)
Search utilizing dogs for lost, trapped or missing persons;

(c)
Search for lost, trapped or missing persons, aircraft, or vehicles, utilizing aircraft, but does not apply to licensed air ambulances, active or reserve military organizations, the National Guard, or the Civil Air Patrol; and

(d)
Water rescue and recovery operations utilizing divers.

(9)
"Victim recovery" means the search for and the removal to the jurisdiction of the coroner of the remains of a person known or believed to be dead. If the person is found alive, it includes rescue of the person.

(10)
Certified peace officer means a peace officer who is certified pursuant to KRS 15.380 to 15.404.
Section 3.   KRS 39F.040 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
One or more persons with search dogs and handlers may constitute a specialized rescue squad using search dogs, under the terms and conditions as specified in writing by the director;

(2)
Each handler of a dog shall have a vehicle available for the transportation of the dog and handler to the scene of a search;

(3)
Each handler shall meet the training requirements of the statutes and administrative regulations relating to searching with dogs;

(4)
The primary dog utilized in responding to the search shall be certified in accordance with the statutes and administrative regulations;

(5)
Each handler shall have the equipment required by statute or administrative regulation for searching with dogs;[ and]
(6)
No single search dog handler shall engage in general rescue squad activity or specialized rescue squad activity unless he or she is a member of such an organization;

(7)
A law enforcement agency specified in Section 1 of this Act meeting the requirements specified in Section 1 of this Act or an individual peace officer specified in Section 1 of this Act meeting the requirements specified in Section 1 of this Act shall be recognized as a specialized rescue squad pursuant to this section; and

(8)
A search dog which bites any person enroute to, during, or returning from a search or rescue mission or training exercise shall lose its certification and shall not be recertified as a search dog nor shall it be utilized during any search or rescue mission. This provision shall not apply if the dog has not been aggressive and has been attacked by the person without provocation. The division shall promulgate administrative regulations to implement this subsection.
Section 4.   KRS 39F.170 is amended to read as follows:

Rescue squad organizations or members of them or individuals associated with them for the purposes of receiving workers' compensation benefits paid by the division shall be covered by those benefits when performing emergency preparedness, response, or recovery functions, with the following limitations:

(1)
Rescue squad organizations and individuals shall not be covered when performing fundraising functions, unless all proceeds of the function are to be dedicated to the administration or operation of the rescue squad organization.

(2)
Rescue squad organizations and individuals shall not be covered when involved in any law enforcement activity, including security or evidence recovery, except for traffic control at an accident scene or the recovery of evidence by diving or dragging when the assistance is requested by law enforcement authorities. If a certified peace officer or law enforcement agency is searching for a lost or missing person who is not sought for a criminal offense, who is not an escapee, or who is not a fugitive from justice the activity shall not be considered as proscribed law enforcement activity pursuant to this subsection.
(3)
Rescue squad organizations and individuals shall not be covered when the primary purpose of the mission is the provision of emergency medical care or first aid. However, coverage shall be extended when:

(a)
A rescue squad provides emergency medical transportation when inclement weather or rough terrain prevents a regular ambulance from providing transportation. Transportation may be provided only upon request of the appropriate emergency medical services agency. The distance of travel shall be restricted to the nearest appropriate medical facility or ambulance;

(b)
Additional personnel or equipment are required to supplement existing emergency medical services which have been overtaxed at an incident which is subsequently declared as an emergency by any official authorized to make such a determination; or

(c)
A rescue squad provides first aid, or emergency medical care is rendered as a necessary function during a rescue mission, and the primary purpose of the mission was the rescue and not the provision of emergency medical care.

(4)
Rescue squad organizations or individuals shall not be covered when engaging in firefighting unless the firefighting was performed as a secondary function to protect persons involved in a rescue mission.

(5)
Rescue squad organizations or individuals shall not be covered when engaging in hazardous materials response, containment, cleanup, or other operations related to hazardous materials, when operating at the hazardous materials technician or hazardous materials specialist level of operation as defined in 29 C.F.R. 1910.120.

(6)
No person shall be covered unless enrolled on a workers' compensation enrollment form and filed with the area manager of the division, except when the magnitude of an emergency, or a training exercise, is so great that a local emergency management director must solicit additional workers. At these times, the local director may develop and maintain a list of workers, to include names, Social Security account numbers, missions assigned, and dates covered and submit a copy of the list to the area manager of the division within twenty-four (24) hours of the conclusion of the emergency or the training exercise.
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