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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging transmission-owning utilities to work cooperatively to improve transmission-related reliability with the least amount of impact to agricultural landowners in the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, the General Assembly recognizes the importance of maintaining Kentucky's electric transmission grid in order to deliver affordable and reliable power; and

WHEREAS, there is a delicate balance between ensuring reliability of the electric transmission grid, protecting the rights of landowners and preserving agricultural land when locating an electric transmission line; and

WHEREAS, residents of various counties have criticized the location of transmission lines; and

WHEREAS, residents contend that a myriad of transmission lines creates a visual blight, ruins prime cropland, and reduces agricultural land values in Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, efficiencies can be gained if electric utilities utilize more efficient technologies and optimize the location of electric transmission lines and related facilities; and

WHEREAS, federal and state agencies, including the Kentucky Public Service Commission, indicate no state authority currently has the jurisdiction to regulate the siting of certain electric transmission lines;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly urges electric utilities to cooperate with each other in planning for growth and the addition of new electric transmission lines.

Section 2.   The General Assembly encourages transmission-owning utilities and the Public Service Commission to hold public hearings on cases involving transmission lines that are 138 kilovolts or more. If such a public hearing is held, the commission shall hold the hearing in the county where the line is proposed to be located. If the transmission line is proposed to be located in more than one county, the public hearing shall be held in the county containing the greatest number of residents affected by the siting of the transmission line. At the public hearing all persons residing on or owning property affected by the proposed transmission facility may be heard.

Section 3.   A copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the Kentucky Public Service Commission, P.O. Box 615, 211 Sower Blvd., Frankfort, KY 40602-0615, and the following transmission-owning utilities: American Electric Power-Kentucky, 101A Enterprise Dr., P.O. Box 5190, Frankfort, KY 40602; Big Rivers Electric Corporation, 201 Third Street, Henderson, KY, 42420; Cinergy-The Union Light, Heat and Power, 107 Brent Spence Square, Covington, KY 41011; East Kentucky Power Cooperative, 4775 Lexington Rd., P.O. Box 707, Winchester, KY 40392-0707; Kentucky Utilities, One Quality Street, Lexington, KY 40507; and Louisville Gas and Electric, 220 Main Street, P.O. Box 32010, Louisville, KY 40232-2010.
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