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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to establish a task force to study pupil transportation funding in local school districts.

WHEREAS, pupil transportation is a major expenditure of public education funding; and 

WHEREAS, concerns have been raised regarding the current funding formula and the equitable disbursement of pupil transportation funds; and

WHEREAS, a detailed study of the costs associated with pupil transportation has not been conducted in the last decade; and

WHEREAS, the Legislative Research Commission has the duty and responsibility to monitor the implementation of the provisions of the Kentucky Education Reform Act;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is hereby directed to establish a Task Force on Pupil Transportation Funding to study the current funding formula and the equitable disbursement of pupil transportation funds.

Section 2.   (1)
This Task Force of the Legislative Research Commission shall be appointed by July 31, 2004 and shall be composed of the following:

(a)
The chairman of the Senate Education Committee; 

(b)
The chairman of the House Education Committee;

(c)
Three (3) members of the Senate, two (2) to be appointed by the President of the Senate, and one (1) to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the Senate;

(d)
Three (3) members of the House of Representatives, two (2) to be appointed by the Speaker of the House, and one (1) to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the House;

(e)
The Commissioner of the Department of Education, or designee; 

(f)
Three (3) local school district directors of transportation, to be selected by the Legislative Research Commission from a list provided by the Commissioner of Education, one (1) representing an urban school district and two (2) representing rural school districts; and

(g)
The Director of the Office of Education Accountability, or designee.

(2)
The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall appoint the co-chairs of the Task Force from among the legislative members on the Task Force. 

(3)
Final membership of the Task Force is subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 3.   The Task Force is directed to conduct a study of pupil transportation funding to include:

(1)
An analysis of the current formula used to determine the level of reimbursed funding for school districts;

(2)
The pupil transportation costs incurred by each local school district;

(3)
A comparison of the efficiencies used by school districts in the operation of their transportation systems; and 

(4)
The adequacy and equity of pupil transportation costs reimbursed to each local school district.

Section 4.   The Legislative Research Commission may contract for services with appropriate outside agencies to assist in the completion of the study and may work in conjunction with any Executive Branch agency conducting a like study.

Section 5.   The Task Force shall present a final report of its findings to the Interim Joint Committee on Education and to the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue no later than December 15, 2004.

Section 6.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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