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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority, with the assistance of the Council on Postsecondary Education and the Kentucky Department of Education, to conduct an analysis of data relating to specific elements of the Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship Program and report the results with policy options and recommendations for legislative action to the General Assembly.

WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution 141 of the 2003 Regular Session of the Kentucky General Assembly directed the Interim Joint Committee on Education to study the Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship (KEES) program and make recommendations to the 2004 Regular Session of the General Assembly based on the results of the study; and

WHEREAS, on December 1, 2003, in compliance with HCR 141, the Interim Joint Committee on Education adopted Legislative Research Commission Research Report No. 317, "A Study of the Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship Program," developed by the Subcommittee on Postsecondary Education during the 2003 Interim; and

WHEREAS, the recommendations in the study included to "permit high school students to use projected KEES awards to pay for dual credit courses," to "permit high school students to use projected KEES awards to pay for the cost of taking Advanced Placement exams," and to "use a student's numeric grade score average rather than grade point average to determine annual KEES base amount"; and

WHEREAS, the fiscal impact of implementation of the recommendations--based in part on the number of students who might avail themselves of KEES funding to pay for dual credit courses or Advanced Placement examinations during high school who will attend college outside of Kentucky, in part on the amount provided for each numeric grade score average and in part on the manner in which the changes would be administered--is currently unknown and has not yet been estimated; and

WHEREAS, current law requires the distribution of a KEES award to occur based on an individual's status as a full- or half-time student during an academic term rather than the number of credit hours for which a student is enrolled, which may reflect a disjunction between the KEES program and the enrollment patterns of Kentucky postsecondary students; and

WHEREAS, there are numerous policy options regarding the manner in which the program can best be implemented to maximize the benefit to students while limiting the fiscal impact to the program;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority shall, with the assistance of the Council on Postsecondary Education and the Kentucky Department of Education, conduct an analysis regarding the KEES program and the effect of implementation of recommendations in the KEES study.

Section 2.   The analysis shall address the potential use of KEES awards by high school students to pay for dual credit courses and the cost of taking advanced placement examinations. The analysis shall include, but not be limited to, determining the number of students who participate currently in dual credit and dual enrollment structures, the number of those students who attend college outside of Kentucky, an estimate of the number of students who might use KEES awards to pay for dual credit or dual enrollment, the development of policy options regarding implementation of these study recommendations, and an estimate of the fiscal impact to the KEES program of those options.

Section 3.   The analysis shall also address the fiscal impact to students and to the KEES program as a whole of determining KEES base amounts using numeric grade score averages rather than grade point averages.

Section 4.   The analysis shall also include information regarding student enrollment patterns and the potential effects of changing the KEES program so that funds are distributed based on the number of credit hours for which a student is enrolled rather than on an individual's status as a full- or half-time student during an academic term.

Section 5.   The Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority shall report the results of the analysis, including a presentation and discussion of policy options and recommendations for legislative action, to the Interim Joint Committee on Education by October 1, 2004.

Section 6.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall send a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Joseph McCormick, President, Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority, P.O. Box 798, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602-0798; Mr. Thomas Layzell, President, Council on Postsecondary Education, 1024 Capitol Center Drive, Suite 320, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and Mr. Gene Wilhoit, Commissioner of Education, Kentucky Department of Education, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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