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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming various roads.

WHEREAS, our gallant troops are currently far from home and loved ones, engaged in freeing a desperate nation from the control of a cruel despot; and

WHEREAS, the freedoms we enjoy daily are the result of previous generations of brave men and women who fought and died in defense of America on battlefields both at home and abroad; and

WHEREAS, every citizen of the United States owes an immeasurable debt of gratitude to the military personnel who readily answer their country's call to arms; and

WHEREAS, even though the issues have varied over the years, America's finest young people boast a proud tradition of active involvement in civic and social issues in addition to their military service; and

WHEREAS, an exemplary representative of serving both country and community is the Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 868, located in Manchester, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, founded in late 1999, the one hundred plus members of Chapter 868 have quickly become an integral part of the Manchester and Clay County communities; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 868 sponsors "Christmas for Kids" where members either take needy children holiday shopping or treat the children to pizza parties where they are given gift certificates to shop on their own; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 868 has established a college scholarship program for two needy children from veteran families; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 868 assists the community with military funerals, participates in parades, and assists veterans with applying for applicable programs and benefits; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 868 hosts an annual community gospel sing jubilee and fish fry; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 868 has adopted 2.3 miles of United States Route 421 in Clay County that they keep litter free under the Adopt-A-Highway program; and

WHEREAS, Christopher Leo Hite, was born on July 30, 1953 in Bardstown, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Christopher Leo Hite, a 1972 graduate of Bardstown High school, embarked on a 35 year career with the Rose Construction Company; and

WHEREAS, in that capacity, Christopher Hite helped build many roads in the Nelson County area, such as the newly constructed improvements on Kentucky Route 245; and

WHEREAS, on February 9, 2004, tragedy struck when Christopher Hite was killed while at work on an excavation job; and

WHEREAS, Christopher Leo Hite leaves behind a  loving wife, the former Kathie Hardesty, and three sons, Chris Jr., Rob, and Andrew; and

WHEREAS, Christopher Leo Hite, is mourned by his grieving family and his many friends throughout Nelson County;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name United States Route 421 the "Vietnam Veterans Memorial Highway" beginning at the northern city limits of the City of Manchester in Clay County, continuing through Clay and Jackson Counties, and ending at the Rockcastle County line.

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within thirty days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs periodically along United States Route 421 beginning at the northern city limits of the City of Manchester in Clay County, continuing through Clay and Jackson Counties, and ending at the Rockcastle County line that read "Vietnam Veterans Memorial Highway."

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to forward a copy of this Resolution upon its enactment to the Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 868, P.O. Box 1263, Manchester, KY 40962.

Section 4.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name the section of Kentucky Route 245 currently under construction for Kentucky Route 1430 to Kentucky Route 332 the "Christopher Leo Hite Memorial Highway" and shall erect appropriate signs identifying the route upon completion of the road.
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