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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming United States Route 25E from Corbin to the Cumberland Gap Tunnel the Daniel Boone Wilderness Trail.

WHEREAS, Daniel Boone was responsible, perhaps more than any other individual, for the exploration and settlement of the State of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Daniel Boone's first encounter with the territory now known as Kentucky was in 1767 when he camped for the winter at Salt Spring near Prestonsburg; and

WHEREAS, on May 1, 1769, Boone and five other men traveled over the Cumberland Gap and established a camp at Station Camp Creek; and

WHEREAS, for approximately two years, Boone and his companions explored Kentucky as far west as the Falls of the Ohio near Louisville; and

WHEREAS, during his exploration Daniel Boone spent the winter of 1769-1770 in a cave on the waters of Shawanee in Mercer County and he carved his name in a tree near the cave that continues to stand today as a testament to Boone's visit; and

WHEREAS, in 1773 Daniel Boone again trekked through Kentucky and in 1774 he built a cabin in Harrodsburg; and

WHEREAS, it was on his trip to Kentucky in 1774 that Daniel Boone followed the Kentucky River to its mouth; and

WHEREAS, in 1775 Colonel Richard Henderson of the Translyvania Company hired Daniel Boone to serve as his agent, and on March 1 Boone once again came to the area he called the "Great Meadow" and with thirty settlers began to clear the path that would open Kentucky to the colonists -- a path Boone would name the "Wilderness Road"; and

WHEREAS, by April 1775 Daniel Boone and his party were establishing a stockade and fort at Boonesboro which led to a settlement that repealed repeated attacks during the American Revolution and eventually became a permanent village; and

WHEREAS, even though Daniel Boone and his beloved wife Rebecca were buried in Missouri, they were brought home to Kentucky twenty-five years after Boone's death to be reinterred in the Frankfort Cemetery; and

WHEREAS, Daniel and Rebecca Boone found their final peace resting on a bluff over looking the Kentucky River and the City of Frankfort, a bluff that is like the ones Boone climbed countless times and called a "high, far-seeing place", where he could see the land beyond; and

WHEREAS, the importance of Daniel Boone to the history, culture, and traditions of Kentucky cannot be emphasized enough, not only to past generations, but to present and future generations as well; and

WHEREAS, a national forest that encompasses a large portion of Kentucky is named in honor of Daniel Boone; and

WHEREAS, the legend of Daniel Boone has inspired national bestsellers, a hit television series, and several full-length movies; and

WHEREAS, the thirst of visitors from across the nation and the world to experience Daniel Boone's life and adventures fuels the tourism industry across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name United States Route 25 E from Interstate 75 in Corbin to the Cumberland Gap Tunnel the "Daniel Boone Wilderness Trail."

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs that read "Daniel Boone Wilderness Trail" at each end of the route identified in Section 1 of this Resolution, and at appropriate levels in between. 
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