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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Ethel Blanche Richardson Alston.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to our friend and colleague, Ethel Blanche Richardson Alston, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Ethel Alston was born on March 24, 1949, a native of Durham, North Carolina, and longtime resident of Jefferson County, Kentucky, and she traversed these earthly bounds on May 3, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Ethel Alston was the loving daughter of the late Lena and Ernest Richardson; and

WHEREAS, Ethel Alston leaves behind her husband, Virnal Jeffery Alston, with whom she entered into the bonds of holy matrimony on August 25, 1973; a son, Elliott Richardson Alston, and a daughter, Erin Lynette Alston, both of Prospect; a stepson, Virnal Jeffery Alston Jr., a stepdaughter, Angela Alston-Roberts, and a son-in-law, Jonathan Roberts, all of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; a sister, Ernestine Richardson Williams, and a brother-in-law, Bobbie L. Williams, both of Durham, North Carolina; a sister, Winifred Richardson Davis, and a brother-in-law, Joseph A. Davis, both of New York City; a brother-in-law, Edward D. Alston Jr., and a sister-in-law, Sheila Jackson Alston, both of Los Angeles and the Caribbean; many loving nieces, nephews, and cousins; and a host of loving and supportive friends; and

WHEREAS, Ethel Alston graduated from Hillside High School in Durham, North Carolina, where she was a member of the National Honor Society, and the English, Math, and Drama Clubs; she received her Bachelor of Arts degree in History from Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia in 1970; she enrolled in the North Carolina Central University Law School, where she pursued her love of the law and, during this time, she joined the graduate chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority; and she and her husband hold the distinction of being the first African-American couple in Kentucky to be admitted together to the Kentucky Bar Association; and

WHEREAS, Ethel Alston was an esteemed member of the Jefferson County community, where she was a member of The Girlfriends, Inc., the Louisville Chapter of Jack and Jill, and the Spelman-Morehouse Alumni Association; and

WHEREAS, Ethel Alston was baptized into the Christian faith when she was eight years of age at White Rock Baptist Church in Durham, North Carolina; she worshipped for many years at the Church of Our Merciful Savior in Louisville; and at the time of her passing, she was a devout member of Green Castle Baptist Church in Prospect, where her funeral service was held on May 7, 2003; and

WHEREAS, during her career as a Legislative Analyst and Attorney with the Legislative Research Commission, Ethel Alston was a member of the Education Committee Staff, where she exemplified dedication, professionalism, and high standards, and she was an invaluable asset to the members of the Kentucky General Assembly, always walking that extra mile to meet our needs and expectations; and

WHEREAS, when we remember Ethel Alston, we are reminded of the many friendships she made and sustained throughout her life; she carried herself with dignity and pride; she was intelligent, elegant, and energetic; and she was, without doubt, a very "classy lady"; and

WHEREAS, a life spent worthily should be measured by deeds, not years, and through her compassion, self-sacrifice, enthusiasm, and genuine love and concern for her fellow man, Ethel Alston is worthy of the highest commendation; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Ethel Blanche Richardson Alston has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of our friend and colleague, Ethel Blanche Richardson Alston, and extends to her family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Ethel Blanche Richardson Alston.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Virnal Jeffery Alston, 8707 Lynn Hall Court, Prospect, Kentucky 40059.
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