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A RESOLUTION urging the Council of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government to increase the compensation of police and firefighters in Fayette County.

WHEREAS, police and firefighters in Fayette County perform their duties admirably, bravely, and responsibly and all too frequently make the ultimate sacrifice by losing their lives in their efforts to protect the residents of Fayette County; and

WHEREAS, police and firefighters in Fayette County are compensated significantly less than their counterparts, not only in other states but also in most counties of the Commonwealth, and this abysmal fact is well-documented and undisputed; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) recommends that three police officers for each 1,000 residents are necessary to provide adequate public safety, and that the current ratio in Fayette County of 1.85 officers per 1,000 residents is an alarming statistic; and

WHEREAS, Fayette County is experiencing increasing difficulty in attracting and retaining police officers which is evidenced by the fact that 53 police officers have left the police force over the past few years to take other positions; and 

WHEREAS, the recent death of a firefighter in Fayette County is a tragic reminder of the danger these most brave and worthy public servants face every day in their duty to protect the residents of Fayette County; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government has repeatedly failed to take action to provide adequate compensation to police officers and firefighters which would halt the departure of many qualified individuals who are leaving Fayette County to work in other cities and counties in the Commonwealth that provide adequate compensation to employees charged with protecting public safety; and

WHEREAS, the diminishing ranks of qualified police officers and firefighters is rapidly approaching a crisis situation in Fayette County.

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That this honorable body urge, encourage, and implore the Council of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government to take swift and immediate action to  increase the compensation of police officers and firefighters in Fayette County by an amount commensurate with their duties and responsibilities and comparable to their counterparts in other areas in the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   That the Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Teresa Isaac, Mayor of Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government, and to each member of the Council of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government, Government Center, 200 East Main Street, Lexington, Kentucky 40507.
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