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A RESOLUTION urging that an agreement should be reached between Murray State University and Kentucky's Tourism Development Cabinet for the transfer of Wickliffe Mounds Research Center.

WHEREAS, from 1100 AD to 1350 AD, a culture known as the Mississippians resided at what is now Wickliffe, high on a bluff overlooking the confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, building structures which became known as the Wickliffe Mounds; and

WHEREAS, the Mississippian culture is considered by archaeologists to be a most complex and sophisticated culture, providing a heritage that is directly ancestral to historic tribes including the Chickasaw, the Chocktaw, the Cherokee, the Cree, and the Quapaw; and

WHEREAS, the Wickliffe Mounds, under private ownership for many years, were donated in 1983 to Murray State University, establishing the Wickliffe Mounds Research Center; and

WHEREAS, Wickliffe Mounds Research Center, as a facility of Murray State University managed in accordance with the educational and service mission of our state universities, conducts scientific research and facilitates historic preservation while also promoting cultural tourism for visitors from the United States and foreign countries; and

WHEREAS, the United States government, in 1984, recognized the public significance of Wickliffe Mounds Research Center by placing it on the National Register of Historic Places, notifying all Americans of  its cultural significance in our history; and

WHEREAS, the Wickliffe Mounds Research Center provided tours and educational programs for more than 161,000 paying customers from 1983 to 2003, with tens of thousands of additional tourists who visited the welcome center; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth recognized the site's archaeological significance in 1987, designating the Wickliffe Mounds as Kentucky's first Archaeological Landmark; and

WHEREAS, the Wickliffe Mounds Research Center provided, since 1984, elementary and secondary educational programs and tours for almost 40,000 school students, with the majority from Kentucky schools; and

WHEREAS, Murray State University has acknowledged that increased public outreach and cultural tourism promotion could be provided for Wickliffe Mounds Research Center more cost-effectively by other entities in Kentucky's state government;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body urges that an agreement should be reached between Murray State University and Kentucky's Tourism Development Cabinet for the transfer of Wickliffe Mounds Research Center, located at 94 Green Street, in Wickliffe, Ballard County, to Kentucky's Tourism Development Cabinet.
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