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A RESOLUTION honoring Kristy and Mary Worthen and declaring March 25, 2004 as Focus on Mental Health Issues Day.

WHEREAS, more than one in five households in Kentucky will experience a mental illness or substance abuse disorder; and

WHEREAS, all persons in the Commonwealth need to be educated about the importance of mental health issues; and

WHEREAS, often the stigma associated with mental illness prevents many people from obtaining effective treatment; and

WHEREAS, treatment for mental illness, including drug therapies, is now known to be effective and allows thousands of Kentuckians to lead hopeful, productive lives; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Commission on Mental Illness, Substance Abuse and Other Drug Disorders, and Dual Diagnoses, established by HB 843 in the 2000 General Assembly, brings together local and statewide recommendations to improve the system of care; and

WHEREAS, Kristy Worthen, a consumer of mental health services, has brought to Kentucky a flag she painted that represents her journey and the hope of recovery; and

WHEREAS, Mary Worthen, Kristy's mother, has brought to Kentucky her experiences as a family member who has supported her loved one, and she has shared those experiences through her book;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby recognize Kristy Worthen and Mary Worthen of Arkansas and expresses its appreciation to them for bringing the mental health flag to the Commonwealth of Kentucky as part of their nationwide tour. The House of Representatives further recognizes their courage and the courage of many consumers of mental health services and their family members in stepping forward to share their journey to recovery and their message of hope, and the House of Representatives does hereby declare March 25, 2004, as Focus on Mental Health Issues Day.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this resolution to Representative Mary Lou Marzian for presentation to Kristy Worthen and Mary Worthen, the Kentucky Chapter of the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill, and the Kentucky Mental Health Coalition on March 25, 2004, as Focus on Mental Health Issues Day.
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