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A RESOLUTION requesting the Office for the New Economy to study state-owned resources relating to broadband and cellular phone services and opportunities for public-private partnerships

WHEREAS, Kentucky's Center for Information Technology Enterprise, Incorporated (CITE) reports that the Commonwealth's need for continuous, high-speed Internet access, or broadband availability, represents a major impediment for economic development in Kentucky's rural communities; and

WHEREAS, broad service across the Commonwealth could result in an additional 14,000 jobs and $5 billion to Kentucky's gross state product, according to CITE's report, "Kentucky's Information Technology Imperative"; and

WHEREAS, the National Center for Small Communities, in testimony to the U.S. House of Representatives' Small Business Committee, reported that the major digital divide depressing rural businesses is the lack of broadband high speed Internet access in rural areas; and

WHEREAS, the National Center for Small Communities reported to the U.S. Congress, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the U.S. Department of Commerce of the severe disadvantages placed upon rural businesses by the lack of high speed Internet access in rural communities; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's state government resources include extensive land holdings, capital equipment, and information technology resources, including more than 4,000,000 square feet in Franklin County alone, and in other urban and rural communities throughout the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS Kentucky owns resources not only at state and regional universities and state parks, but also in state owned transportation, law enforcement, and other facilities which, if efficiently shared, could improve rural citizens' access to broadband technology and cellular phone service;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   As Kentucky's state agencies continuously strive to improve their delivery of products and services to the citizens of this Commonwealth by the most effective and efficient means possible, all agencies are encouraged to place special priority on rural communities whose access to broadband technology and cellular service lags behind their urban counterparts.

Section 2.   The Office of the New Economy, in cooperation with the Center for Information Technology Enterprise, is encouraged to build upon their previous work in this area by conducting an inventory of state owned resources, including those available at universities, community colleges, state policy posts, state parks, and other state resources which could be used to help deploy broadband and cellular service to Kentucky's rural citizens.

Section 3.   The Office of the New Economy is further encouraged to evaluate and to recommend for more efficient use, all available existing state resources which could be made more readily available for improving technology access in rural areas and to identify possible public and private partnerships which could improve economic opportunities for rural communities.

Section 4.   This honorable body encourages all state agencies, universities, and the business community to work with the Office of the New Economy in completing a report on methods to improve rural broadband and cellular service to our rural citizenry and in recommending methods for immediate and long term actions to improve rural Kentuckians' access to communications technology.
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