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Subject:  
AN ACT relating to drug control


Sponsor(s):   Sen Roeding
Introduction Date:1/22/04
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 218A.202 to require any practitioner or pharmacist licensed or permitted in Kentucky, and any dispenser licensed or permitted by the Board of Pharmacy, to report specified data about controlled substances to the Cabinet for Health Services relating to the all-schedule prescription electronic reporting system; require incomplete or inaccurate data to be corrected upon notification by the cabinet; expand the entities permitted to receive data to include the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure, with specified purposes, and a court or probation or parole officer administering a diversion or probation program of a criminal defendant arising out of a substance abuse violation; permit the sharing of data among law enforcement officers engaged in a bona fide specific investigation involving a designated individual, and permit the Department for Medicaid Services to share data regarding overutilization by recipients with a licensure board; permit the cabinet to limit the length of time that data remains in the electronic system, and require any data removed to be archived; require the cabinet to work with each affected board, the Kentucky Bar Association, and the Justice Cabinet to develop continuing education programs related to the electronic reporting system; amend KRS 218A.240 to permit the Cabinet for Health Services to use the data for investigations, research, statistical analysis, and educational purposes, and to publish trends reports; require the cabinet to notify licensure boards of potential problems identified by the trends reports; require the cabinet to develop criteria, in collaboration with the Board of Medical Licensure and the Board of Pharmacy, to be used to generate the trends reports; permit law enforcement officers to request trend reports; create a new section of KRS Chapter 218A to permit the secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services to enter into reciprocal agreements for sharing of information with other states that have prescription drug monitoring programs, and specify the criteria to be used to determine compatibility; require the secretary to annually review the programs of other states with which Kentucky has a reciprocal agreement; require an annual report to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission about the status of any reciprocal agreement; prohibit the unauthorized sharing of information about a Kentucky resident, practitioner, pharmacist, or prescriber; and amend KRS 315.0351 to make technical changes. 



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill expands data access by certain criminal justice personnel, including judges and Probation and Parole Officers and other law enforcement officers, to the statewide electronic monitoring system for Schedule I-V controlled substances.  The potential impact of the penalty, a Class D felony, for unauthorized disclosure of this information by these personnel is, therefore, broadened by extension.  While difficult to assess, the Department of Corrections anticipates few convictions for unauthorized disclosure and anticipates only one conviction per year. 


Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Violations are Class D felonies, one to five years sentence.  Based upon the assumptions noted above, the Department of Corrections anticipates one additional inmate in FY 05 and one additional inmate in FY 06.  The average sentence is anticipated at one year (7.1 months time-served) at a cost of  $6,400 in FY 05 and $6,500 in FY 06.

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections.



Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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