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SUBJECT/TITLE
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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Local Health Departments

Requirement:
X
Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 199 amends KRS 211.005 to set forth the core public health functions of both the state Department for Public Health and the local health departments.  

The measure identifies the promotion of health and the prevention of disease, injury, disability and premature death as goals for the state Department for Public Health.

The measure identifies the functions reserved for the state Department for Public Health as follows:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Data collection; 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Identification of health risks; and 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Establishment of policies to reduce health risks. 

SB 199 requires both the state Department for Public Health and all local health departments established under KRS Chapter 212 to provide the following services:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Enforcement of public health regulations;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Surveillance of public health;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Communicable disease control;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Public health education;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Implementation of public health policy;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Efforts directed to population risk reduction; and

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Disaster preparedness.

The measure requires both the state Department for Public Health and all local health departments established under KRS Chapter 212 to provide "personal preventive services" to persons in need to the extent funds are available.

The measure permits both DPH and all local health departments established under KRS Chapter 212 to:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Bill Medicaid, Medicare, and other third-party payors for the provision of "personal preventive services"; and

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Seek additional sources of revenue for the provision of "personal preventive services" or for any other unmet public health need.

The DPH is given all powers necessary to carry out the Act and is directed to promulgate administrative regulations to implement the Act.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 199 on local government appears to be minor to none since: (1)All 7 core services required for all local health departments are currently being provided by Kentucky's 55 local health departments; and (2)The provision of personal preventive services to persons in need is only required to the extent funds are available.

The Kentucky Department for Public Health’s Annual Report for State Fiscal Year 2000, lists the following services as required of all public health departments and as required by statute or regulation:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Enforcement of Public Health Regulations

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Surveillance of Public Health 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Communicable Disease Control

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Public Health Education

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Public Health Policy

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Families and Children Risk Reduction

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Disaster Preparedness

With the exception of "Families and Children Risk Reduction", these are the same core services now included in SB 199.

Further, the Annual Report listed the following "Preventive Services for Specific Populations from Appropriated Funds" as mandatory:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Family Planning;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Prenatal Care;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Well Child Care;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Women, Infants, and Children;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Adult Preventive Services;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Chronic Disease Monitoring and Support.

According to the DPH Annual Report, "The services listed ...... are required for all health departments. The authority for core activities exists in the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s statutes or regulations. The authority for preventive services is found in state budget language and in grants and contracts with agencies of the United States Public Health Service. These preventive patient services were added as state and federal governments appropriated the funds."

(Source:  Kentucky Department for Public Health, 2000 Annual Report)

Powers and duties of the state Department for Public Health and the local health departments are scattered throughout KRS Chapter 211 and 212, and principally within Kentucky Administrative Regulations Title 902.  The Department for Public Health has broad statutory authority to establish policies for local health departments. (See KRS 211.090, 211.170,  211.120, 211.210)

The following DPH core services are currently governed by statute or regulation as noted:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Enforcement of public health regulations:
       KRS 211.025; 211.180; 211.844; 211.865; 211.870; 212.270


Title 902 KAR

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Surveillance of public health:

       KRS 211.180; 211.660; 211.680; 211.902

       902 KAR 2:020 and 902 KAR 2:040

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Communicable disease control:
        KRS 211.180; 211.210

        902 KAR Chapters 2 and 10

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Public health education:

        KRS 211.640; 211.901; 211.9079;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Implementation of public health policy:
        KRS 211.901; 211.210; 211.345; 211.350;


Title 902 KAR 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Efforts directed to population risk reduction:
       KRS 211.645; 211.660; 211.680; 211.684; 211.690;  211.900 to 211.905 and 211.994;  

        902 KAR Chapter 4

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Disaster preparedness:
       KRS 194A.400, 194A.410

Note that local health departments receive their principal funding through a variety of sources including the state allotments made under KRS 212.120; application for various federal block grant programs (Preventive Health & Health Services; Maternal and Child Health); billing of Medicaid, Medicare, Insurance and private pay claims; collection of fees; and application for other grants.  In addition, public health taxing districts may be organized pursuant to KRS 212.720 to 212.755.  As of 1997, there were 107 Public Health Taxing Districts.  In addition, a county or city-county board of health may request the fiscal court to impose by resolution a special ad valorem public health tax not in excess of ten cents per $100 for maintenance and operation of the county, city-county, or district health department.

Subsection (4) of SB 199 requires all local health departments established under KRS Chapter 212 to provide "personal preventive services to persons in need" to the extent funds are available.  This language would limit any service expansion for "personal preventive services to persons in need" to that which is funded and thus would not mandate additional expenditures for local health departments.  Note that the term "personal preventive services" is not defined.
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