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AN ACT relating to recreational fishing programs.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 82 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any city may create a recreational fishing program by ordinance to promote tourism and recreation within the city. The ordinance creating the program shall at least set out what the goals of the program are to be, which public bodies of water shall be included within the program, and what administrative body shall be in charge of the program.

(2)
Any city creating a recreational fishing program may, in addition to the sport fishing licenses required in KRS Chapter 150, pass an ordinance levying a user fee through the establishment of a license or permit for the activities allowed under a sport fishing license issued under KRS 150.175 on any public bodies of water that are designated as a part of the recreational fishing program within or comprising all or a portion of the boundary of that city. A license or permit issued under the provisions of a recreational fishing program shall not exceed ten dollars ($10) and shall be valid for no less than a year from the date of issuance. Revenues from the user fee established in this section shall be used solely for the furtherance of the program goals as set out in the ordinance creating the program. The city may enforce compliance with the fee in the same manner as other ordinances are enforced by the city.

(3)
In the formation of its recreational fishing program, a city shall comply with the provisions of KRS Chapter 150, KRS Chapter 151, and any other state laws applicable to fish and wildlife and water resources. A city may stock the designated public bodies of water with fish under the provisions of Section 2 of this Act.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 150 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources shall, to the fullest extent possible, cooperate with any city adopting an ordinance creating a recreational fishing program under Section 1 of this Act in any capacity under the department's jurisdiction.

(2)
Any city adopting an ordinance creating a recreational fishing program may stock fish in those public bodies of water designated as a part of the recreational fishing program; however, that city may not stock fish that are incompatible with, or detrimental to, existing fish species.
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