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AN ACT relating to special license plates.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky Foster/Adoptive Care Association, Inc. may apply to the Transportation Cabinet to produce a special Choose Life license plate after the Kentucky Foster/Adoptive Care Association, Inc. collects a minimum of nine hundred (900) applications with each application being accompanied by a twenty-five dollar ($25) state fee. The applications and accompanying fees shall be submitted to the cabinet at one (1) time as a group and shall not be submitted individually or intermittently. After the minimum number of applications and accompanying state fee have been submitted to the Transportation Cabinet, the cabinet shall begin designing and printing special Choose Life license plates. If the Kentucky Foster/Adoptive Care Association, Inc. does not submit the minimum number of nine hundred (900) applications to the cabinet within a year of the effective date of this Act, this section shall expire.

(2)
A Choose Life license plate shall be the color and design selected by the Kentucky Foster/Adoptive Care Association, Inc. and approved by the Transportation Cabinet. The name "Kentucky," an annual renewal decal, and any combination of letters or numerals required by the cabinet in the design shall appear on the plate. Subject to any other necessary limitations imposed by the Transportation cabinet, special Choose Life license plates shall have a yellow background with blue lettering and shall bear the likeness of a boy and girl. 

(3)
After the Choose Life license plate has been printed, each of the nine hundred (900) individuals who applied for the plate under subsection (1) of this section shall be notified to pick up his or her license plate at the office of the county clerk in the county where the person lives and shall be required to pay the county clerk a fee of three dollars ($3) when picking up the plate.

(4)
The owner or lessee of a motor vehicle registered under the provisions of KRS 186.050(1) or (3)(a) who was not one (1) of the original nine hundred (900) applicants for a Choose Life license plate may apply for a Choose Life license plate in the office of the county clerk in the county where the person lives.

(5)
Each initial applicant for a Choose Life license plate shall pay a total fee of twenty-eight dollars ($28) of which the state shall receive a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) that includes the fee to reflectorize the license plate under KRS 186.240, and the county clerk shall receive a fee of three dollars ($3). Each applicant applying to renew a Choose Life license plate shall pay a total fee of fifteen dollars ($15) of which the state shall receive a fee of twelve dollars ($12) that includes the fee to reflectorize the license plate under KRS 186.240, and the county clerk shall receive a fee of three dollars ($3).

(6)
An initial applicant or an applicant renewing registration for a Choose Life license plate may, at the time of application, make a voluntary contribution of twenty dollars ($20) that the county clerk shall remit quarterly to the Kentucky Foster/Adoptive Care Association, Inc., or its successor organization, to be used in accordance with Section 2 of this Act.

(7)
An actual Choose Life license plate shall be issued on the same schedule as regular license plates are issued under KRS 186.240. The cabinet shall have the discretion to extend the time period that will exist between the date an actual license plate is issued under this subsection and the date the plate is replaced. A renewal registration decal shall be issued all other years during the owner's or lessee's birth month. A person seeking a Choose Life license plate for a vehicle provided as part of the person's occupation shall conform to the requirements of KRS 186.050(14).

(8)
A Choose Life license plate shall be replaced free of charge if the metal plate is destroyed in an accident, deteriorates to a point that the lettering, numbering, or images on the face of the plate are not legible, or the plate is stolen, if the owner or lessee has not transferred the vehicle to which the plate was issued during the current licensing period.

(9)
Upon the sale, transfer, or termination of a lease of a vehicle licensed under this section, the owner or lessee shall remove the Choose Life license plate and return it and the certificate of registration to the county clerk. The county clerk shall reissue the owner or lessee a regular license plate and certificate of registration upon payment of a three dollar ($3) county clerk fee. If the owner or lessee requests, the county clerk shall reissue the Choose Life license plate free of charge for use on any other vehicle of the same classification and category owned by the person during the current licensing period. If the owner or lessee has the Choose Life license plate reissued to another vehicle, the regular license plate that is being replaced shall be returned to the county clerk who shall forward the plate to the Transportation Cabinet.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section, "qualified agency" means an agency or organization that:

(a)
Is a nongovernmental, nonprofit organization committed to counseling pregnant women about the option of adoption; and

(b)
Is not involved in any abortion-related activities, including but not limited to counseling for or referrals to abortion clinics, providing medical abortion-related procedures, or pro-abortion advertising.
(2)
At the end of each fiscal year, the Kentucky Foster/Adoptive Care Association, Inc., shall be responsible for distributing funds under this section among all qualified agencies that have applied to it to receive money from voluntary contribution accompanying the sale of Choose Life license plates. To offset costs associated with administering this fund, the association may retain up to ten percent (10%) of the moneys received annually.
(3)
The amount of money each qualified agency receives under this section shall be proportionate to the amount of money received from voluntary contributions accompanying the sales of the special Choose Life license plates in the area development district where the qualified agency is located.
(4)
Funds from the voluntary contributions accompanying the sale of Choose Life license plates shall not be distributed to any organization:

(a)
Involved in or associated with any abortion activities, including but not limited to counseling for or referrals to abortion clinics, providing medical abortion-related procedures, or pro-abortion advertising; or

(b)
That charges women for services rendered.
(5)
(a)
Not more than sixty-five percent (65%) of the funds received by a qualified agency from Choose Life license plates shall be used for the material needs of pregnant women who are planning to place their children for adoption and infants awaiting placement with adoptive parents, including but not limited to clothing, housing, medical care, food, utilities, and transportation.

(b)
Not more than forty-five percent (45%) of the funds received by a qualified agency from Choose Life license plates shall be used to enhance adoption efforts through counseling, training, or advertising.

(c)
Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, funds received by a qualified agency from Choose Life license plates shall not be used for legal expenses, administrative expenses, salaries, or capital expenditures.

(d)
Any unused funds that exceed ten percent (10%) of the total amount of a distribution from Choose Life license plates that a qualified agency does not spend within one (1) year of receipt of the funds shall be returned to the Kentucky Foster/Adoptive Care Association, Inc. to be distributed the next year.

(6)
Each qualified agency that applies to receive funds from Choose Life license plates shall submit to the Transportation Cabinet and to the Kentucky Foster/Adoptive Care Association, Inc.:
(a)
A declaration under penalty of perjury, signed by a duly authorized officer of the qualified agency, that the agency agrees to comply with reasonable requests for financial information by the Kentucky Foster/Adoptive Care Association, Inc. to verify that the funds were used in accordance with the provisions of this section, that the agency agrees to comply with the financial requirements and restrictions on the use of funds under subsection (5) of this section, and that the agency is not an organization described in subsection (4) of this section; and

(b)
Identification information, including tax identification numbers and contact information, to facilitate distribution of funds. 
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