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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to homeland security and declaring an emergency

SPONSOR
Sen. Dan Seum

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Offices of local governmental entities and special taxing districts

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This bill amends KRS 36.224 to establish the Office of Homeland Security within the Dept. of Military Affairs.  One of the duties of the Office shall be to identify and maintain a record of all federal homeland security funding that comes into the state.  No later than August 1 of each year, local governments, special taxing districts, or agencies thereof, must submit, to the area development district, a record of all federal homeland security funding received in the state during the state fiscal year, starting in June 30, 2004.  At a minimum, the report must identify the specific federal source, the amount, the recipient, the intended and actual use of the funds, and any unspent amount.  By August 15 of each year, the area development district will group the records by county and submit them to the Dept. of Local Government, who will in turn submit them to the Office of Homeland Security no later than September 15 of each year. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 55 GA on local government is indeterminable, but likely would be minimal to moderate.  Potential administrative costs include staff time and salaries for the compilation and production of a report on homeland security funding printing and copying costs, and postage, all of which would vary by the length of the report and the local government's method of submitting the report to the area development district. Copy and postage costs could be eliminated if the local governments or special taxing districts electronically transmit the report to the area development district. 

 In addition, the Office of Homeland Security, Area Development Districts, and the Dept. of Local Government are to provide training to the local governments regarding their reporting responsibilities.  Local governments might incur minimal training costs if required to release staff for training or send staff to training programs. 

Also, provisions of this bill permit the Auditor of Public Accounts to examine the written report submitted to the Governor, Legislative Research Commission, and the Interim Joint Committee on Seniors, Veterans, Military Affairs and Public Protection, and if warranted, conduct audits.  If a local government were audited as a result of information submitted for the written report, audit expenses would be incurred. 
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