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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming the "Tom Christerson Memorial Highway" in Muhlenberg County.

WHEREAS, on September 13, 2001, Tom Christerson of Central City, Kentucky, a retired tire dealer, became just the second person in the world to receive an experimental AbioCor artificial heart; and

WHEREAS, Tom Christerson's willingness to participate in a clinical trial of a new and potentially breakthrough device helped doctors gather information that will benefit other patients for years to come; and

WHEREAS, Tom Christerson repeatedly exceeded all expectations surrounding his transplant by moving from the hospital to an adjacent residential facility, and then, seven months after his transplant, moving back to his home in Central City; and

WHEREAS, this revolutionary procedure also paid priceless dividends of time to Mr. Christerson; he was able to celebrate his 55th wedding anniversary with his wife Speedy and hold his first great-grandchild after he received the device; and

WHEREAS, sadly, after living with the AbioCor device longer that any other recipient, on February 7, 2003, Tom Christerson passed away when the lifesaving artificial heart implanted in his chest 17 months earlier simply wore out; and

WHEREAS, Tom Christerson's surgeon, Dr. Robert Dowling, summed up the contributions of his patient in saying, "His pioneering spirit will help many through future advancements in the treatment of heart disease....He was a medical pioneer and a true friend to all of us..."; and

WHEREAS, Tom Christerson himself said of his role in history, "This trial is not about me; this is about my children, my grandchildren, my great-grandchildren, and children for years to come"; and

WHEREAS, Tom Christerson's giving nature lives on through the Tom Christerson & Family Nursing Scholarship Fund, established to recognize the outstanding nursing care that Mr. Christerson received at Jewish Hospital and to be used to train nurses in the cardiovascular field; and

WHEREAS, Tom Christerson's passing is mourned not only by his wife, his two children, Ken Christerson and Patti Pryor, and his grandchildren and great-grandchildren, but by all of his friends in Central City and by millions of Kentuckians who came to know this gentle man whose life advanced the cause of science;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, posthumously honor Tom Christerson as an outstanding citizen of the Commonwealth, and join his family in mourning his passing.

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name Kentucky Route 70 from the intersection with First Street in Central City (Milepoint 15-34) to the Hopkins County line the "Tom Christerson Memorial Highway."

Section 3.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs at appropriate intervals along the route specified in Section 2 of this Resolution that read "Tom Christerson Memorial Highway."
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