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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming the 1932 Yancey Mine Disaster Memorial Highway.

We pause in silence listening for the sound of tears echoing over the mountains

crying in anguish over the needless loss of loved ones and remembering the heroes

who were lost in the 1932 Yancey Mine Disaster.

WHEREAS, even though Congress established the Bureau of Mines in 1910, federal inspectors were prohibited from entering and inspecting mines until 1941; and

WHEREAS, the delay in federal inspections could have played a role in the tragedy that played out in Yancey, Kentucky on December 9, 1932; and

WHEREAS, on that fateful day at the Zero Mine in Yancey, Kentucky, twenty-three lives were lost in a major explosion, six of the twenty-three were brothers, and the lives of the many family members, friends, and community were altered forever; and

WHEREAS, coal remains a vital resource in the Commonwealth today, its use produces 96% of the state's electrical power, and the coal industry is the state's largest industrial employer; and

WHEREAS, the 1932 Yancey Mine Disaster stands as a haunting reminder of the fragility of a human life and the need to continually remind all Kentuckians of the immeasurable sacrifices and contributions coal miners have made over many generations;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the General Assembly, both individually and collectively, posthumously proclaim the victims of the 1932 Yancey Mine Disaster to have been outstanding citizens and representatives of the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name the segment of Kentucky Route 72 in Harlan County, beginning at the southernmost city limits for the City of Harlan and ending at the junction of Kentucky Route 72 and County Road 1216, the "1932 Yancey Mine Disaster Memorial Highway."

Section 3.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs along the segment of Kentucky Route 72 identified in Section 2 of this Resolution, that read "1932 Yancey Mine Disaster Memorial Highway."
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