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A RESOLUTION commemorating the 1964 Civil Rights March on Frankfort and the 2004 Civil Rights March on Frankfort.

WHEREAS, forty years ago, The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference; The Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy; The Reverend Wyatt T. Walker, National Executive Secretary of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference; baseball legend and businessman Mr. Jackie Robinson; The Reverend W. J. Hodge, Pastor of the Fifth Street Baptist Church of Louisville and President of the Kentucky National Association for the Advancement of Colored People; Dr. D. E. King, Louisville, March Chairman; Mr. Frank Stanley, Jr., owner of the Louisville Defender Newspaper and presiding official; The Right Reverend C. Gresham Marmion, Bishop of the Episcopalian Diocese of Kentucky; Mr. James Farmer, National Executive Secretary of the Congress on Racial Equality; Dr. Herbert S. Waller, Rabbi of Temple Adath Israel of Louisville; The Reverend Allen J. Meier, Personal Representative of his Excellency, The Most Reverend Richard H. Ackerman, Bishop of the Covington Diocese of the Roman Catholic Church; and The Allied Organizations for Civil Rights (AOCR) led more than 10,000 people from across the Commonwealth of Kentucky to participate in the famed Civil Rights March on Frankfort on Thursday, March 5, 1964; and

WHEREAS, at the time, African-Americans throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the entire United States of America were deprived of complete citizenship as provided for in the Emancipation Proclamation and as guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States of America; and 

WHEREAS, the 1964 Civil Rights March on Frankfort was a unique opportunity to be a part of a significant and peaceful demonstration of strength and solidarity in an effort to obtain fair and impartial treatment in public accommodations for all Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, the 1964 Civil Rights March on Frankfort, was an affirmative expression of support for the passage of House Bill 197, public accommodations legislation that would have prohibited segregation and discrimination in stores, restaurants, theaters, and businesses throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, the public accommodations legislation did not pass in 1964, however the 1964 March on Frankfort became a major catalyst that ultimately led to enactment of the Kentucky Civil Rights Act in 1966, prohibiting discrimination based on race, color, and religion in employment and public accommodations in the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, efforts over the past four decades have resulted in expansion of the Kentucky Civil Rights Act of 1966, to include prohibition of discrimination based on race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, family status, and disability in the areas of employment, public accommodations, housing, and financial transactions; and 

WHEREAS, the 1964 Civil Rights March on Frankfort could not have occurred without the participation and efforts of many other unnamed souls that are hereby given honor and recognition; and 

WHEREAS, Wednesday, March 3, 2004, was selected as the date upon which the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights commemorated the historic 1964 Civil Rights March on Frankfort; and 

WHEREAS, the 2004 Civil Rights March on Frankfort is a testament of the success of the 1964 Civil Rights March on Frankfort;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That this honorable body does hereby express its heartfelt appreciation to the many organizers and participants who braved the cold weather on that day forty years ago.

Section 2.   That when the Senate adjourns on this day, it does so in honor of the 10,000 who took a stand for civil rights and the equality of all people in Kentucky and in the United States.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights for appropriate distribution, the Heyburn Building, Suite 700, 332 West Broadway, Louisville, KY 40202.
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