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A RESOLUTION honoring Joan Neal Taylor for her lifelong contribution to the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and adjourning in her honor.

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of this body to acknowledge the contributions of special individuals who enrich the lives of citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Joan Neal Taylor was born on April 26, 1934 in Lexington, Kentucky, to loving and generous parents; and

WHEREAS, Joan Neal Taylor was blessed with a supportive home environment which nurtured a burning desire to learn eagerly, excel academically, and contribute mightily to society, along with her two sisters, both retired educators; and

WHEREAS, the faithful and untiring efforts of Joan Neal Taylor as liaison between the Office of the Governor and the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, serving under four governors from 1984 to 2004, contributed to a better quality of life for all citizens throughout the Commonwealth without regard to race, gender, religion, national origin, disability, age, or political affiliation; and

WHEREAS, the devoted and unending efforts of Joan Neal Taylor, as founder of the Lexington Black Achievers Program and the University of Kentucky National Collegiate Athletic Association National Sports Camp for Economically Disadvantaged Youth, has contributed to a better quality of life particularly for children and student athletes throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Joan Neal Taylor received a high school diploma from Dunbar High School in Lexington, earned a bachelor's degree from Howard University in Washington, DC, and distinguished herself among academic associations across the length and breath of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Joan Neal Taylor excelled as a teacher in the public school system in Lexington from 1958 to 1960 and at Chicago's DeSable School until 1972, and conscientiously worked for eleven years as Program Manager for Lexington's federally funded Employment and Training Programs for Citizens with Barriers to Employment; and

WHEREAS, Joan Neal Taylor was intricately involved in numerous programs and activities including the following: Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence, Kentucky Task Force for Education Reform, Lexington African-American Education Coalition, Kentucky Communicators with Lexington's Public School Superintendent, Kentucky State Government Minority Management Training Task Force, Special Needs Adoption Advisory Committee, Kentucky Commission of Community Volunteerism and Service, and Lexington Democratic Women's Club and Discussion Group; and

WHEREAS, Joan Neal Taylor wed the love of her life, Vertner Taylor, and she is the mother of two outstanding children, a wonderful son who is an Assistant Coach of the University of Louisville Men's Basketball Program and a loving daughter who is a licensed psychiatrist; and she is the grandmother of six grandchildren;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its genuine appreciation to Joan Neal Taylor for her tireless and diligent devotion to the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky over the past twenty years.

Section 2.   This honorable body does hereby express its heartfelt appreciation to Joan Neal Taylor for her contribution to a better quality of life for all citizens throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky over the past twenty years.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns on this day, it does so in honor of and in high tribute to Joan Neal Taylor.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Joan Neal Taylor at 1324 Tanforan Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40517.
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